

Viewed from Manhattan, first responders and others work at the scene of a derailed Metro North passenger train in the Bronx borough of New York Dec. 1, 2013. The 
train derailed on a curved section of track in the Bronx early Sunday, coming to rest just inches from the water, killing at least four people and injuring more than 
60, authorities said. Police divers searched the waters to make sure no passenger had been thrown in, as other emergency crews scoured the surrounding woods. 

Associated Press 


NYC train derailment kills 4, hurts more than 60 


DEEPTI HAJELA 
VERENA DOBNIK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A New 

York City commuter train 
rounding a riverside curve 
derailed Sunday, killing 
four people and injuring 
more than 60 in a crash 
that threw passengers from 
the toppling cars and left 
a snaking chain of twisted 
wreckage just inches from 
the water. 

Some of the roughly 150 
passengers on the early 
morning Metro-North train 
from Poughkeepsie to Man¬ 
hattan were jolted from 
sleep around 7:20 a.m. to 
screams and the frighten¬ 


ing sensation of their com¬ 
partment rolling over on a 
bend in the Bronx where 
the Hudson and Harlem riv¬ 
ers meet. When the motion 
stopped, four or five of the 
seven cars had lurched off 
the rails. It was the latest 
accident in a troubled year 
for the second-biggest U.S. 
commuter railroad, which 
had never experienced a 
passenger death in an ac¬ 
cident in its 31-year-history. 
“Four people lost their 
lives today in the holiday 
season, right after Thanks¬ 
giving," New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said at a 
news conference. 

Eleven of those hurt were 


believed to be critically in¬ 
jured and another six seri¬ 
ously hurt, according to the 
Fire Department. 

The train operator was 
among the injured, Cuomo 
said. 

The governor said the track 
did not appear to be faulty, 
leaving speed as a pos¬ 
sible culprit for the crash. 
But he noted that the Na¬ 
tional Transportation Safety 
Board would determine 
what happened. 

The Federal Railroad Ad¬ 
ministration was also send¬ 
ing investigators to the 
scene. 

Metropolitan Transporta¬ 
tion Authority Chairman 


Thomas F. Prendergast said 
investigators would look at 
numerous factors, includ¬ 
ing the train, the track and 
signal system, the operators 
and speed. 

The speed limit on the 
curve is 30 mph (48 kph), 
compared with 70 mph 
(113 kph) in the area ap¬ 
proaching it, MTA spokes¬ 
woman Marjorie Anders 
said. The train's data re¬ 
corders should be able to 
tell how fast it was travel¬ 
ing, she said. 

One passenger, Frank Tatul- 
li, told WABC-TV that the 
train appeared to be go¬ 
ing “a lot faster" than usual 
as it approached the sharp 


curve near the Spuyten 
Duyvil station, which takes 
its name from a Dutch word 
for a local waterway sepa¬ 
rating the Bronx from Man¬ 
hattan, sometimes trans¬ 
lated as “Devil's whirlpool.” 
The train was about half full 
at the time of the crash, 
rail officials said, with some 
passengers likely heading 
to the city for holiday shop¬ 
ping. 

Joel Zaritsky was dozing 
as he traveled to a dental 
convention. 

“I woke up when the car 
started rolling several times. 


Continued on Page 3 
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La forma en que el Mercado funciorta 


This screenshot made Nov. 26, 2013, shows the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' 
web page for the Spanish language version HealthCare.gov. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration said 
Sunday that the worst of 
the online glitches, crashes 
and delays may be over for 
the problem-plagued gov¬ 
ernment health care web¬ 
site, a key component of 
President Barack Obama’s 
signature domestic policy 
initiative. 

The stakes are high for 
Obama who has seen 
his approval ratings drop 
sharply since the rocky Oct. 
1 rollout of the Healthcare, 
gov website, threatening 
his ability to advance his 
second-term agenda. The 
website’s shaky launch has 
left Obama’s fellow Dem¬ 
ocrats nervous ahead of 
next year’s elections when 
control of Congress will be 
at stake. 

The Department of Health 


and Human Services said 
Sunday that the website is 
working more smoothly. But 


that doesn’t mean Health- 
Care.gov is ready for a 
clean bill of health. 


Officials acknowledged 
more work remains on the 
website that included hun¬ 
dreds of software bugs, in¬ 
adequate equipment and 
inefficient management 
for its national debut two 
months ago. Federal work¬ 
ers and private contractors 
have undertaken an in¬ 
tense reworking of the sys¬ 
tem, but the White House’s 
chief troubleshooter cau¬ 
tioned some users could 
still encounter trouble. 

“The bottom line — Health- 
Care.gov on Dec. 1 is night 
and day from where it was 
on Oct. 1,” Jeff Zients told 
reporters. 

More than 50,000 people 
can log on to the web¬ 
site at one time and more 
than 800,000 people will be 
able to shop for insurance 
coverage each day, the 
government estimated in 
a report released Sunday. 
If frue, it's a dramatic im¬ 
provement from the sys¬ 
tem’s first weeks, when 
frustrated buyers watched 
their computer screen 
freeze, the website crash 
and error messages multi¬ 
ply. HealthCare.gov, which 
services 36 states, signed 
up just 27,000 people for 
health insurance cover¬ 
age in October, while the 
14 states that run their own 
websites enrolled 79,000. 
The total of roughly 106,000 
was far off the administra¬ 
tion's estimate that nearly 
500,000 people would en¬ 
roll within the first month of 
the six-month enrollment 
period. 


The new figures for the 
website’s capacity — 
which could not be inde¬ 
pendently verified — sug¬ 
gest millions of Americans 
could furn to their comput¬ 
ers to shop for and buy pol¬ 
icies from private insurers 
by the Dec. 23 deadline so 
their coverage can kick in 
on the first of the year. 
“There's not really any way 
to verify from fhe oufside 
fhaf fhe vasf majority of 
people who want to enroll 
can now do so, but we’ll 
find out at least anecdot¬ 
ally over the coming days 
if the system can handle 
the traffic and provide a 
smooth experience for 
people trying to sign up," 
said Larry Levitt, a senior 
adviser at the Kaiser Family 
Foundation. 

But, he added, Health- 
Care.gov is clearly work¬ 
ing better than when it first 
went online. Its challenge 
now is to convince users 
who were frustrated during 
their first visit to give it an¬ 
other chance. 

Politically, a fixed website 
could also offer a fresh start 
for Obama and his fellow 
Democrats after a wave of 
bad publicity surrounding 
the president's chief do¬ 
mestic achievement. 

“This website is technology. 
It's going to get better. It's 
already better today,” said 
Democratic Rep. Keith Elli¬ 
son, who is a co-chairman 
of the liberal Congressional 
Progressive Caucus. “And 
we're only going to be 
working out more kinks as 
we go forward.” 

Amid all the problems with 
HealthCare.gov, Obama 
set a deadline for Saturday 
for several significant prob¬ 
lems to be resolved. The 
administration organized 
a conference call with re¬ 
porters Sunday morning to 
give a status report and 
boast that 400 technical 
problems had been re¬ 
solved but declined to say 
how many items remain on 
the to-do list. 

Even with the repairs in 
place, the site still won’t be 
able to do everything the 
administration wants, and 
companion sites for small 
businesses and Spanish 
speakers have been de¬ 
layed. □ 
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NYC train 



An Amtrak train, top, traveling on an unaffected track, passes 
a derailed Metro North commuter train, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013 
in the Bronx borough of New York. Officials are standing on a 
curve in the tracks where the Metro North train derailed. 

Associated Press 


Then I saw the gravel com¬ 
ing at me, and I heard 
people screaming," he 
told The Associated Press, 
holding his bloody right 
hand. “There was smoke 
everywhere and debris. 
People were thrown to the 
other side of the train.” 
Nearby residents awoke to 
a building-shaking boom. 
Angel Gonzalez was in bed 
in his high-rise apartment 
overlooking the rail curve 
when he heard the roar. 

“I thought it was a plane 
that crashed,” he said. 
Mike Gallo heard the same 
noise as he was walking his 
dog. 

He looked down at the 
tracks and “knew it was a 
tragedy right away. I saw 
injured people climbing 
out of the train.” 

Within minutes, dozens 
of emergency crews ar¬ 
rived and carried passen¬ 
gers away on stretchers, 
some wearing neck brac¬ 
es. Others, bloodied and 
scratched, held ice packs 
to their heads. 

Firefighters shattered win¬ 
dows of the toppled train 
cars to reach passengers, 
and they used pneumatic 
jacks and air bags to make 
sure they uncovered any 
victims who might have 
been pinned by train seats 
or other objects. 

Police divers searched the 
waters to make sure no 
one had been thrown in. 
Other emergency crews 
scoured the surrounding 
woods. 

Federal investigators 

planned to turn the cars 
upright to be certain no 
one was trapped beneath. 
Three men and one wom¬ 


an were killed, the MTA 
said. Three of the dead 
were found outside the 
train, and one was found 
inside, authorities said. The 
victims’ names had not yet 
been released. 

Edwin Valero was in an 
apartment building above 
the accident. At first, he 
said, he didn't notice that 
the train had flipped over. 
“I didn’t realize it had been 
turned over until I saw a 
firefighter walking on the 
window,” he said. 

To Cuomo, “it looked like a 
toy train set that was man¬ 
gled by some super-pow¬ 
erful force,” the governor 
said in a phone interview 
with CNN. 

As deadly as the derail¬ 
ment was, the toll could 
have been far greater had 
it happened on a week¬ 
day, or had the lead car 
plunged into the water in¬ 
stead of coming to rest on 
its edge. 

“On a workday, fully occu¬ 
pied, it would have been a 
tremendous disaster," New 
York City Fire Commissioner 
Salvatore Joseph Cassano 
told reporters at the scene. 
For decades, the Nation¬ 
al Transportation Safety 
Board has been urging 
railroads to install technol¬ 
ogy that can stop derail¬ 
ing caused by excessive 
speed. 

A rail-safety law passed 
by Congress in 2008 gave 
commuter and freight 
railroads until the end of 
2015 to install the systems, 
known as positive train 
control. They use GPS, wire¬ 
less radio and computers 
to monitor trains. 

Aimed at preventing hu¬ 


man error — the cause of 
about 40 percent of train 
accidents — they can also 
prevent trains from col¬ 
liding, entering tracks un¬ 
dergoing maintenance or 
going the wrong way be¬ 
cause of a switching mis¬ 
take. 

But the systems are ex¬ 
pensive and complicated. 
Railroads and their allies in 
Congress are trying to push 
back the installation dead¬ 
line another five to seven 
years. 

Metro-North is in the pro¬ 
cess of installing the tech¬ 
nology. It now has what's 
called an “automatic train 
control” signal system, 
which automatically ap¬ 
plies the brakes if an en¬ 
gineer fails fo respond to 
an alert that indicates the 
speed is excessive. 

Such systems can slow 
trains in some circumstanc¬ 
es, but not bring them to a 


halt, said Grady Cothen, 
a former Federal Railroad 
Administration safety offi¬ 
cial. 

If’s possible, buf very unlike¬ 
ly, that the accident was 
caused by a brake failure, 
Cothen said. 

Trains rely upon an air brake 
system that automatically 
stops the train if the brakes 
suddenly lose air pressure, 
he said. If the brakes were 


gradually failing, the train 
engineer should have had 
plenty of warning in time to 
stop the train, he said. 
Amtrak Empire service was 
halted for hours between 
New York City and Albany 
but resumed Sunday after¬ 
noon, with some delays. 
Amtrak said its Northeast 
Corridor service between 
Boston and Washington 
was unaffectedO 
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Family: American detained in N. Korea in good health 



This 2005 file photo provided by the Palo Alto Weekly shows 
Merrill Newman, a retired finance executive and Red Cross 
volunteer, in Palo Alto, Calif. 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

The family of an elderly U.S. 
tourist detained for more 
than a month in North 
Korea said Saturday the 
Swedish ambassador has 
seen the man and found 
him to be in good health. 
Merrill Newman’s family in 
California said in a state¬ 
ment that the State De¬ 
partment told them that 
the Swedish ambassador 
to North Korea had visited 
the 85-year-old at a Pyong¬ 
yang hotel. 

“We were very pleased to 
hear that the Ambassador 
was allowed to pay this first 
visit to Merrill,” the state¬ 
ment said. “As a result of 
the visit, we know that Mer¬ 
rill is in good health. ... Mer¬ 
rill reports that he is being 
well treated and that the 
food is good.” 

An Obama administration 
official called for his re¬ 
lease, urging North Korea 
to consider his age and 
health conditions. 

Sweden handles consul¬ 


ar issues for Americans in 
North Korea as the U.S. and 
North Korea have no diplo¬ 
matic relations. 

Newman's family said the 
ambassador's visit eased 
their concerns about his 
health, and pleaded with 
North Korean authorities 
to take his health and age 
into account and let him 
go as an act of humanitar¬ 
ian compassion. 


Associated Press 

The family’s report came 
hours after North Korea 
state media released video 
showing Newman read¬ 
ing an apology for alleged 
crimes during the Korean 
War and for “hostile acts" 
against the state during a 
recent trip. 

Pyongyang has been ac¬ 
cused of previously coerc¬ 
ing statements from detain¬ 
ees. There was no way to 


reach Newman and deter¬ 
mine the circumstances of 
the alleged confession. But 
it was riddled with stilted 
English and grammatical 
errors, such as “I want not 
punish me.” 

“I have been guilty of a 
long list of indelible crimes 
against DPRK government 
and Korean people,” New¬ 
man purportedly wrote in a 
four-page statement, add¬ 
ing: “Please forgive me.” 
The statement, carried in 
the North's official Korean 
Central News Agency, 
said the war veteran alleg¬ 
edly attempted to meet 
with any surviving soldiers 
he had trained during the 
Korean War to fight North 
Korea, and that he admit¬ 
ted to killing civilians and 
brought an e-book criti¬ 
cizing North Korea. DPRK 
stands for the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Ko¬ 
rea, North Korea's official 
name. 

It wasn’t clear what would 
happen to Newman now. 


But the statement alleges 
that Newman says if he 
goes back to the U.S. he 
will tell the truth about the 
country — a possible indi¬ 
cation that Newman could 
be released. 

The apology can be seen 
as Pyongyang taking steps 
needed to release New¬ 
man, said Yoo Ho-Yeol, a 
professor of North Korea 
studies at Korea University 
in Seoul. North Korea likely 
issued the confession in 
the form of an apology to 
resolve Newman's case 
quickly without starting le¬ 
gal proceedings, Yoo said. 
North Korea is extremely 
sensitive about any criti¬ 
cism and regularly accuses 
Washington and Seoul of 
seeking to overthrow its au¬ 
thoritarian system through 
various means — claims the 
U.S. and South Korea dis¬ 
miss. The State Department 
has repeatedly warned 
Americans about traveling 
to the country, citing the 
risk of arbitrary detention.Q 
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National Zoo names panda Bao Bao 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Smithsonian's National Zoo 
is naming its female gi¬ 
ant panda cub Bao Bao 
after receiving more than 
123,000 votes online from 
the public to help give its 
new cub an identity. 

Bao Bao, which means 
“treasure” or “precious," 
is only the second surviv¬ 
ing cub born at the Na¬ 
tional Zoo since the first 
pandas arrived in 1972 to 
commemorate President 
Richard Nixon’s historic visit 
to China. Pandas have re¬ 
mained a happy symbol 
of diplomacy between the 
two countries. 

Panda mother Mei Xiang 
has been caring for her 
cub in the panda den 
since she was born Aug. 23. 
Bao Bao will have her pub¬ 
lic unveiling early in 2014. 
Mei Xiang’s only other sur¬ 
viving cub, a male named 
Tai Shan, was born in 2005 
and was returned to China 
in 2010 for breeding. Male 
panda Tian Tian is the fa¬ 
ther of both cubs. 

The zoo asked the public to 
vote for one of five names 
for fhe new cub. The others 
were Ling Hua, Long Yun, 
Mulan and Zhen Bao. The 
names were submitted by 
Chinese Ambassador Cui 
Tiankai, U.S. Ambassador to 
China Gary Locke, panda 
keepers at the National 
Zoo, the fundraising group 
Friends of the National Zoo 
and the China Conserva¬ 
tion and Research Center 
for the Giant Panda. 

The chosen name was sub¬ 
mitted by Friends of the Na¬ 
tional Zoo. 


In a videotaped message 
played at the zoo Sunday, 
first lady Michelle Obama 
said it was first lady Pat Nix¬ 
on who helped “jump-start 
panda diplomacy” after 
admiring the bears during 
the Nixons’ visit to China 
in 1972. “After decades of 
close collaboration with 
our Chinese partners, these 
remarkable animals stand 
as a symbol of the grow¬ 
ing connections between 
our two countries,” Obama 
said. 

Peng Liyuan, the first lady 
of China, also sent a vid¬ 
eo message, saying giant 
pandas are China’s “na¬ 
tional treasure.” 

“Many people love baby 
pandas as they love their 
own children,” she said in 
Mandarin. 

Giant pandas are consid¬ 
ered critically endangered 
in the wild, and breed¬ 
ing them in captivity has 
proved difficult, especially 
in Washington. Zoo scien¬ 
tists have made numerous 
attempts to artificially in¬ 
seminate its female panda 
because the pair failed to 
breed naturally. 

The new birth has given zoo 
scientists renewed confi¬ 
dence in fhe Washington 
pandas’ ability to help 
grow the panda species. 
Last year, Mei Xiang gave 
birth to a cub, but it died 
after six days because its 
lungs hadn’t fully devel¬ 
oped and weren’t send¬ 
ing enough oxygen to its 
liver. The zoo's first panda 
couple. Ling Ling and Hs- 
ing Hsing, had five cubs 
during fhe 1980s, though 
none lived more than a 
few days.Q 
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In this Nov. 29,2013 photo provided by the Smithsonian National 
Zoo, a giant panda cub is measured as it is about to turn 100 
days old, at the Smithsonian National Zoo in Washington. 
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Arias fades from view as case veiled in secrecy 



In a Jan. 3,2013 file photo, defendant Jodi Arias listens during her trial at Maricopa County Court 
in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


BRIAN SKOLOFF 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP)— For months, 
Jodi Arias was a television 
staple, every minute of her 
murder trial broadcast live 
while cable network com¬ 
mentators railed nightly 
about the case. The now- 
convicted murderer took 
to the spotlight in celebrity 
style and embraced the at¬ 
tention at every turn as she 
spent weeks on the witness 
stand and did a series of 
media interviews. 

But Arias has vanished from 
view since her trial ended 
in May, and the judge has 
done a complete about- 
face. 

She has shut the media 
and public out of nearly ev¬ 
ery hearing in the case and 
drawn complaints from 
constitutional lawyers that 
she has gone too far. 

“The trial court has gone 
from transparency to black¬ 
out and bewilderment,” 
said attorney David Bod- 
ney, who represents sev¬ 
eral media outlets, includ¬ 
ing the Arizona Republic, 
fighting for transparency. 
“There have been repeat¬ 
ed flagrant violations of the 
public’s constitutional right 
to attend proceedings.” 
Arias was convicted of 
murder in May, but the jury 
couldn’t reach a verdict on 
her sentence. Prosecutors 
are now pursuing a second 
penalty phase with a new 
jury in an effort to get the 
death penalty. No date for 
a new trial has been set. 


Arias, 33, admitted she 
killed her boyfriend in 2008 
at his suburban Phoenix 
home but claimed it was 
self-defense. Travis Alexan¬ 
der suffered nearly 30 knife 
wounds, had his throat slit 
and was shot in the fore¬ 
head in what prosecutors 
argued was a jealous rage. 
Judge Sherry Stephens has 
held hearing after hearing 
behind closed doors as the 
next steps of the case un¬ 
fold almost entirely under 
a shroud of secrecy. Over 
the last several months, 
she has heard arguments 
over sequestering the new 
jury, moving the case out 
of Phoenix, Arias’ desire to 
fire her lead attorney and 
allowing live television cov¬ 
erage of the retrial, among 
other issues. 


She has denied each re¬ 
quest, but quietly with or¬ 
ders released days after the 
secret hearings as the case 
languishes without public 
scrutiny even as Arias' le¬ 
gal tab is being picked up 
by taxpayers at a cost ex¬ 
ceeding $1.7 million. Mean¬ 
while, in yet another ele¬ 
ment of secrecy, Maricopa 
County Attorney Bill Mont¬ 
gomery has refused to pro¬ 
vide a tally of how much it 
has cost to prosecute the 
case, including paying for 
expert witnesses through¬ 
out the five-month trial. 
Stephens allowed virtually 
unfettered access to the 
first trial, which was broad¬ 
cast live and became to 
fans like a real-life soap op¬ 
era as they traveled from 
around fhe country to get 


in the courtroom. 

She now says the hearing 
closures are intended to 
protect Arias' right to an 
impartial jury, but Bondey 
says the judge has gone 
to the extreme, often sim¬ 
ply locking the courtroom 
doors without issuing an or¬ 
der as to why, in violation of 
the U.S. Constitution. 

“The public is deprived of 
its First Amendment right 
to attend criminal pro¬ 
ceedings,” Bodney said. 
“The public has a right to 
be heard before they're 
just locked out.” The First 
Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution guarantees 
such basic rights as free¬ 
dom of speech and the 
press. 

Even arguments by attor¬ 
neys over media access 


to proceedings in the case 
have been closed to the 
media. 

An irony not lost on Bodney 
is that the intense media in¬ 
terest in the case has large¬ 
ly evolved from Arias’ own 
actions by courting inter¬ 
views and operating a Twit¬ 
ter account and selling her 
artwork from behind bars 
through a third party. She 
regularly posts inspirational 
quotes, links to purchase 
her drawings and solicita¬ 
tions for donations for her 
appeals. 

A clerk for Stephens said 
the judge could not com¬ 
ment on an ongoing case. 
Defense lawyer Kirk Nurmi 
has not returned telephone 
messages. 

“It's a balance, but I be¬ 
lieve when push comes to 
shove, a defendant’s right 
to a fair trial is probably go¬ 
ing to trump what other¬ 
wise is considered the pub¬ 
lic’s right to attend trial,” 
Montgomery said. 

Phoenix defense lawyer 
Mel McDonald, a former 
Maricopa County judge 
and federal prosecutor, 
said the judge likely never 
expected the Arias case 
would attract such public¬ 
ity and is now trying to dial 
back access to protect the 
record for inevitable ap¬ 
peals. 

“The more that comes out, 
the harder it's going to be 
to find an impartial jury and 
the greater the risk of preju¬ 
dice and error," McDonald 
said.Q 
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Canadian arrested for trying to sell info to China 



Chief Superintendent Larry Tremblay, Director General of the RCMP Federal Policing Criminal 
Operations of the RCMP, speaks during a news conference in Toronto on Sunday, Dec 1, 2013. 

Associated Press 


ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Police 
said Sunday that a Ca¬ 
nadian man has been 
arrested for allegedly 
trying to sell classified 
information to the Chi¬ 
nese government about 
Canada’s warship build¬ 
ing procurement strat¬ 
egy- 

The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police said 
that Qing Quentin 
Huang, 53, of Burlington, 
Ontario, was arrested on 
Saturday and appeared 
in court Sunday. 

RCMP Chief Supt. Jen¬ 
nifer Strachan said fhe 
suspect is charged with 
communicating with a 
foreign entity under the 
Security of Information 
Act. 

Police said the suspect 
works for Lloyd Register, 
a ship design sub-con- 
tractor to Irving Ship¬ 
building. The informa¬ 
tion relates to Canada's 


strategy on building pa¬ 
trol ships, frigates, naval 
auxiliary vessels, science 
research vessels and ice 
breakers. 

Police said the suspect 
acted alone in trying to 
pass information to the 
Chinese government. 

“In these types of cases, 
sharing of information 
may give a foreign en¬ 
tity a tactical, military or 
competitive advantage 
by knowing the speci¬ 
fication of vessels re¬ 
sponsible for defending 
Canadian waters and 
Canadian sovereignty,” 
Strachan said. 

Strachan called it valu¬ 
able research and de¬ 
velopment information. 
She said it could also 
provide an unfair com¬ 
petitive and economic 
advantage. 

Police first learned of the 
situation on Thursday 
and were able to act 
swiftly to safeguard the 
information involved. 


Strachan said. “We are 
confident our prompt 
and firm intervention has 
limited the damage to 
our collective safety and 
security,” Strachan said. 


RCMP Supt. Larry Trem¬ 
blay said Canada’s for¬ 
eign affairs department 
has been in contact 
with their Chinese coun¬ 
terparts about the case. 


The suspect is due back 
in court on Wednesday 
for a bail hearing. He 
faces a maximum sen¬ 
tence of life in prison if 
convicted. □ 
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Croatians vote against same-sex marriage 


ELDAR EMRIC 
Associated Press 
ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — A 

majority of Croatians voted 
in a referendum Sunday to 
ban gay marriages in what 
is a major victory for the 
Catholic Church-backed 
conservatives in the Euro¬ 
pean Union's newest na¬ 
tion. 

The state electoral com¬ 
mission, citing near com¬ 
plete results, said 65 per¬ 
cent of those who voted 
answered “yes" to the 
referendum question: “Do 
you agree that marriage 
is matrimony between 
a man and a woman?” 
About 34 percent voted 
against. 

The result meant that Cro¬ 
atia’s constitution will be 
amended to ban same-sex 
marriage. 

The vote has deeply divid¬ 
ed Croatia. Liberal groups 
have said the referendum's 
question infringes on basic 
human rights. The Church- 
backed groups have gath¬ 
ered 750,000 signatures in 
its support. 

Referendum results signal 
that right-wing and conser¬ 
vative forces have been 
gaining strength in Croa¬ 


tia amid the deepening 
economic crisis and wide¬ 
spread joblessness. 

The country of 4.4 million, 
which became EU's 28th 


lowers to vote “yes” in the 
referendum. Nearly 90 per¬ 
cent of Croatians are Ro¬ 
man Catholics. 

“Marriage is the only union 



A voter casts a ballot at a polling station in Pula, western 


Croatia, Sunday Dec. 1, 2013. 

member in July, has taken 
steps to improve gay rights, 
but issues such as same- 
sex marriage remain highly 
sensitive in the staunchly 
Catholic nation. 

The referendum was called 
by the “In the Name of the 
Family” conservative group 
after Croatia's center-left 
government drafted a law 
to let gay couples register 
as “life partners.” 

The Catholic Church lead¬ 
ers have urged their fol¬ 


Associated Press 

enabling procreation,” 
Croatian Cardinal Josip 
Bozanic said in his message 
to the followers. “This is the 
key difference between 
a marriage and other 
unions." 

Croatia's liberal president, 
Ivo Josipovic, said he vot¬ 
ed against amending the 
constitution. Josipovic said 
the referendum result must 
be respected, but added 
the government is prepar¬ 
ing a law to allow some 
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rights to gays and lesbians 
living together. 

“The referendum result 
must not be the reason 
for new divisions,” Josipo¬ 
vic said. “We have seri¬ 
ous economic and social 
problems. It’s not worth it 
to focus on such issues.” 
Prime Minister Zoran Mila- 
novic said earlier “this is the 
last referendum that gives 
a chance to the major¬ 
ity to strip a minority of its 
rights.” 

Conservatives have also 
started gathering signa¬ 
tures for another referen¬ 
dum, demanding a ban of 
the Cyrillic alphabet in Cro¬ 
atia. The Cyrillic is used in 
neighboring Serbia and by 
minority Serbs in Croatia. 
The nationalists blame the 
Serbs for atrocities commit¬ 
ted by their troops during 
Croatia's 1991-95 war for 


independence from the 
Serb-led Yugoslavia. 

The EU hasn't officially 
commented on the refer¬ 
endum, but has clashed 
with Croatia over some of 
its other laws, including an 
extradition law that has 
prevented its citizens from 
being handed over to 
the bloc’s other member 
states, which Croatia had 
to amend under pressure 
from Brussels. 

Several hundred gay rights 
supporters marched in the 
capital, Zagreb, on Satur¬ 
day urging a “no” vote. 

“I will vote against because 
I think that the referendum 
is not a festival of democ¬ 
racy, but a festival of op¬ 
pression against a minor¬ 
ity, which fights for its rights 
and which does not have 
its rights,” Jura Matulic, a 
university student, saidO 


Israel’s former leader 
slams Netanyahu 
over U.S. 


TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — For¬ 
mer Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert says his suc¬ 
cessor has severely dam¬ 
aged the country’s rela¬ 
tions with the United States. 
Speaking before a secu¬ 
rity conference, Olmert 
said Sunday that Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s public criti¬ 
cism of the American-led 
nuclear deal with Iran was 
provocative and counter¬ 
productive. He said he too 
would differ with the Amer¬ 
ican president, but always 
made sure to do so in pri¬ 
vate. 

In an apparent response, 
Netanyahu responded 
that in contrast to others 
when it came to the vital 
security of Israel’s citizens “I 
will not be silent.” 
Netanyahu has called the 
interim deal with Iran a 



“historic mistake” and de¬ 
clared Israel not bound by 
the agreement. 

Netanyahu believes Iran is 
determined to produce a 
nuclear bomb and offer¬ 
ing it relief from sanctions 
at this time amounts to 
appeasementO 
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Hamas cancels 
anniversary rally over 
economic woes 


IBRAHIM BARZAK 
Associated Press 
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 

— The Gaza Strip’s ruling 
Hamas movement can¬ 
celed its upcoming anni¬ 
versary rally Sunday, saying 
it was inappropriate to cel¬ 
ebrate at a time of deep 
economic woes in the 
crowded seaside territory. 

It was the first time the Is¬ 
lamic militant group has 
canceled the festivities 
since seizing power six 
years ago. Hamas has used 
the elaborate annual com¬ 
memoration of its Decem¬ 
ber 1987 founding to dem¬ 
onstrate its control, with 
large military-style gather¬ 
ings attended by hundreds 
of thousands of people. 

The decision illustrated just 
how hard the Gaza econ¬ 
omy has been hit since 
Egypt’s Islamist President 
Mohammed Morsi, Hamas’ 
main patron, was ousted in 
a July military coup. Morsi 
hails from the Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood, Hamas’ parent 
movement, and moved to 
improve ties with the Islam¬ 
ic militant group. 

The new military govern¬ 
ment has imposed tough 
border restrictions, includ¬ 
ing the destruction of smug¬ 
gling funnels fhaf long sus¬ 
tained the Gaza economy 
and provided a key source 
of income for Hamas. 
Hamas official Ashraf Abu 
Zayed said funds allocated 
for the celebration, sched¬ 
uled for nexf week, would 
be used “to alleviate the 
suffering” of fhe people. 
“The decision fo cancel 
the rally is a message of 
solidarity recognizing the 
difficult circumstances ex¬ 
perienced by our people in 
Gaza," Abu Zayed said. 
Egypt's border crackdown. 


accompanied by Israeli 
restrictions on Gaza, has 
caused power cuts, fuel 
shortages and the virtual 
collapse of fhe construc¬ 
tion industry, a major em¬ 
ployer in Gaza. Last month, 
the lack of power caused 
a major spill at Gaza's main 
sewage treatment plant, 
flooding downtown streets 
in rancid waste. 

According to the United 
Nations, unemployment 
has risen since the tun¬ 
nels were closed and now 
stands at roughly 30 per¬ 
cent. Nearly one half of 
Gaza's 1.7 million people 
receive food aid from 
UNRWA, the U.N. agency 
for Palestinian refugees. 
Hamas seized power in 
2007 after taking the ter¬ 
ritory from the forces of 
Western-backed Palestin¬ 
ian President Mahmoud 
Abbas. With Abbas now 
governing from the West 
Bank, the takeover has left 
the Palestinians divided be¬ 
tween two governments. 
Repeated attempts at rec¬ 
onciliation have failed. 
Despite its difficulties, 
Hamas maintains its rigid 
opposition against Israel 
and says it remains com¬ 
mitted to destruction of the 
Jewish state. 

Hamas, which has killed 
hundreds of Israelis in sui¬ 
cide bombings and ofher 
attacks, battled Israel to 
a stalemate during eight 
days of fighting a year ago. 
It maintains an arsenal of 
thousands of rockefs and 
other weapons. 

Abu Zayed said although 
the celebrations were can¬ 
celed, Hamas “didn’t stop 
the preparation and pro¬ 
cessing for the battle of 
liberation and victory, God 
willing.”□ 



A Palestinian girl holds up a paper boat with a “No to Siege” written in Arabic at the fishermen’s 
port in Gaza City, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2013 during a protest against Israel’s naval blockade of 
Gaza. 

Associated Press 
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U.N. in Iraq worried about uptick in bodies found 


KIM GAMEL 
SAMEER N. YACOUB 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — The 

number of Iraqis slain “ex¬ 
ecution-style” surged last 
month, the U.N. said Sun¬ 
day, raising fears of a return 
of the death squads that 
killed thousands during the 
darkest days of sectarian 
violence that followed the 
U.S.-led invasion. 

The increase in targeted 
killings comes even though 
the U.N. reported that the 
overall death toll for No¬ 
vember dropped to 659, 
compared with 979 in Oc¬ 
tober. More than 8,000 
people have been killed 
since the start of the year. 
In an example of other 
dangers facing Iraqis, 
three bombs tore through 



In this file photo taken Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013, mourners chant slogans against sectarianism 
while carrying the coffin of Sunni Sheik Adnan Majeed al-Ghanem during his funeral in Basra, 
Iraq’s second-largest city, 340 miles (550 kilometers) southeast of Baghdad, Iraq. 

Associated Press 



STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance. 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 


wnta)' 

PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 


the funeral procession of 
the son of an anti-al-Qaida 
Sunni tribal chief northeast 
of Baghdad, the deadliest 
in a wave of attacks that 
killed 17 people Sunday, 
Iraqi officials said. 

“It seems that history is al¬ 
ways repeating itself in 
Iraq,” said Qassim Haider, a 
Shiite owner of a menswear 
shop in eastern Baghdad. 
He said he has stopped 
accepting invitations to 
visit friends in mainly Sun¬ 
ni neighborhoods due to 
fears of violence. 
Widespread chaos nearly 
tore the country apart fol¬ 
lowing the 2003 U.S.-led 
invasion that ousted Sad¬ 
dam Hussein. The violence 
ebbed in 2008 after a se¬ 
ries of U.S.-lraqi military 
offensives, a Shiite militia 
cease-fire and a Sunni re¬ 
volt against al-Qaida in 
Iraq, but that trend was re¬ 
versed after a deadly April 
23 crackdown by security 
forces on a northern Sunni 
protest camp. 

Iraqis have grown used to 


random explosions, but 
the recent discoveries of 
bullet-riddled bodies have 
many worried about a 
long-feared resumption of 
all-out warfare between 
Shiite and Sunni factions. 
Mazin Sabeeh, a Sunni gov¬ 
ernment employee from 
northern Baghdad, said he 
has started avoiding Shiite 
neighborhoods to avoid 
being captured and killed 
by militiamen. 

“Apparently, some people 
from the other sect are 
still determined to take re¬ 
venge upon Sunnis,” he 
said. 

The November casualty toll 
included 565 civilians and 
94 security forces killed and 
1,373 Iraqis wounded in 
attacks, according to the 
U.N. mission in Iraq. 
Baghdad and surrounding 
areas saw the highest num¬ 
ber killed last month, at 
224, followed by the vola¬ 
tile northern Ninevah prov¬ 
ince, with 107. 

In all, at least 7,157 civilians 
and 952 Iraqi security forc¬ 


es have been killed since 
January, the U.N. said. 

U.N. envoy to Iraq Nicko- 
lay Mladenov singled out 
an increase in the number 
of bodies found, includ¬ 
ing some that were be¬ 
headed, and urged the 
Iraqi government to move 
quickly to find the attack¬ 
ers and hold them respon¬ 
sible. 

Last week, Iraqi police 
found 31 bodies of men, 
women and children who 
were shot in the head in 
three separate places 
around Baghdad, recalling 
the height of sectarian vio¬ 
lence in 2006-2007 when 
extremists abducted and 
killed members of other 
religious groups, although 
the numbers remain signifi¬ 
cantly lower. 

“I am profoundly disturbed 
by the recent surge in ex¬ 
ecution-style killings that 
have been carried out in 
a particularly horrendous 
and unspeakable man¬ 
ner,” Mladenov said. 

His spokeswoman Eliana 
Nabaa said the decline in 
the overall death toll was 
due to a shift in tactics, 
with insurgents increasingly 
turning to targeted killings 
and a reduction in the 
number of bombings. 
“Bombings tend to kill 
larger numbers at any one 
time, whereas targeted kill¬ 
ings usually kill the target 
and on occasion one or 
two others, hence the de¬ 
cline in numbers of casual¬ 
ties and rise in targeted kill¬ 
ings,” she said in an email. 
The deadliest attack Sun¬ 
day, for example, was the 
triple bombing that killed 
11 mourners and wounded 
45 at a funeral for a local 
Sunni tribal sheik's son who 
died a day earlier in Wajihi- 
ya, 80 kilometers (45 miles) 
northeast of the capital, 
police and hospital officials 
saidO 
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Report: Iran needs more 
nuclear power plants 



In this Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2010 file photo, the reactor building of 
the Bushehr nuclear power plant is seen just outside the south¬ 
ern city of Bushehr, Iran. 


UN in Iraq worried about 
uptick in bodies found 


NASSER KARIMI 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s 
nuclear chief said Sunday 
that the Islamic Republic 
needs more nuclear pow¬ 
er plants, the country's of¬ 
ficial news agency report¬ 
ed, just after it struck a deal 
regarding its contested nu¬ 
clear program with world 
powers. 

Ali Akbar Salehi said the 
additional nuclear power 
would help the country re¬ 
duce its carbon emissions 
and its consumption of oil, 
IRNA reported. He said Iran 
should produce 150 tons of 
nuclear fuel to supply five 
nuclear power plants. 

“We should take required 
action for building power 
plants for 20,000 mega¬ 
watts of electricity" in the 
long term, Salehi said. 

The comments come after 
Iran agreed to freeze part 
of its nuclear program in 
return for Western powers 
easing crippling economic 
sanctions. 

The deal requires Iran to 
cap its uranium enrich¬ 
ment level at 5 percent, 
far below the 90 percent 
threshold needed for a 
warhead. That 5 percent 


uranium can be used at 
nuclear power plants. 

Iran also pledged to “neu¬ 
tralize” its stockpile of 20 
percent enriched ura¬ 
nium — the highest level 
acknowledged by Teh¬ 
ran — by either diluting its 
strength or converting it to 
fuel for research reactors, 
which produced isotopes 
for medical treatments 
and other civilian use. 

Iran says its nuclear pro¬ 
gram is for peaceful pur¬ 
poses. Western powers fear 
Iran could use its nuclear 


Associated Press 

program to make atomic 
weapons. 

Iran's only nuclear power 
plant, near the southern 
port of Bushehr, produces 
some 1,000 megawatts of 
electricity. The plant came 
online with help from Rus¬ 
sia, which will provide fuel 
for it through 2021. 

Salehi said Iran is in talks 
with several countries — in¬ 
cluding Russia — to build 
four more nuclear power 
plants to produce 5,000 
megawatts of power in the 
near future. □ 


KIM GAMEL 
SAMEER N. YACOUB 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — The 

number of Iraqis slain “ex¬ 
ecution-style" surged last 
month, the U.N. said Sun¬ 
day, raising fears of a return 
of the death squads that 
killed thousands during the 
darkest days of sectarian 
violence that followed the 
U.S.-led invasion. 

The increase in targeted 
killings comes even though 
the U.N. reported that the 
overall death toll for No¬ 
vember dropped to 659, 
compared with 979 in Oc¬ 
tober. More than 8,000 
people have been killed 
since the start of the year. 
In an example of other 
dangers facing Iraqis, three 
bombs tore through the 
funeral procession of the 
son of an anti-al-Qaida 
Sunni tribal chief northeast 
of Baghdad, the deadliest 
in a wave of attacks that 
killed 17 people Sunday, 
Iraqi officials said. 

“It seems that history is al¬ 
ways repeating itself in 
Iraq,” said Qassim Haider, a 
Shiite owner of a menswear 
shop in eastern Baghdad. 
He said he has stopped 
accepting invitations to 
visit friends in mainly Sun¬ 


ni neighborhoods due to 
fears of violence. 
Widespread chaos nearly 
tore the country apart fol¬ 
lowing the 2003 U.S.-led 
invasion that ousted Sad¬ 
dam Hussein. The violence 
ebbed in 2008 after a se¬ 
ries of U.S.-lraqi military 
offensives, a Shiite militia 
cease-fire and a Sunni re¬ 
volt against al-Qaida in 
Iraq, but that trend was re¬ 
versed after a deadly April 
23 crackdown by security 
forces on a northern Sunni 
protest camp. 

Iraqis have grown used to 
random explosions, but 
the recent discoveries of 
bullet-riddled bodies have 
many worried about a 
long-feared resumption of 
all-out warfare between 
Shiite and Sunni factions. 
Mazin Sabeeh, a Sunni gov¬ 
ernment employee from 
northern Baghdad, said he 
has started avoiding Shiite 
neighborhoods to avoid 
being captured and killed 
by militiamen. 

“Apparently, some people 
from the other sect are 
still determined to take re¬ 
venge upon Sunnis,” he 
said. “With the current se¬ 
curity vacuum and dete¬ 
rioration, they think it is the 
time to settle old scores." Q 
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Thousands march in Honduras to demand vote recount 






Supporters of presidential candidate Xiomara Castro walk past riot police during a protest march 
in the capital city of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Sunday Dec. 1,2013. Castro called for her supporters 
to pour out in the streets to demand a vote-by-vote recount of last Sunday's election a move that 
could mean further political instability for this poor Central American country. 

Associated Press 


ALBERTO ARCE 
Associated Press 
TEGUCIGALPA, Hondu¬ 
ras (AP) — Thousands of 
people marched peace¬ 
fully Sunday in Honduras’ 
capital to support opposi¬ 
tion presidential candidate 
Xiomara Castro in her claim 
that last weekend’s elec¬ 
tion was fraudulent. 

The electoral court has de¬ 
clared conservative Juan 
Orlando Hernandez of the 
ruling National Party as the 
winner. The court said that 
with 99 percent of ballots 
counted, Hernandez had 
37 percent and Castro was 
second with 29 percent. Six 
other candidates shared 
the remaining votes. 

Both Castro and her hus¬ 
band, former President 
Manuel Zelaya, who was 
ousted by a coup in 2009, 
led the protest march from 
a pickup truck carrying the 
body of a militant of their 
Libre Party, who was shot 
to death hours before the 
demonstration began. 

“We are here to denounce 
the culture of death pro¬ 


moted since the coup, 
this can only be a political 
crime,” said Zelaya, whose 
removal from office has left 
Honduras polarized. 

Libre Party supporter Jose 
Ardon was kidnapped late 


Saturday and was found 
shot to death hours later. 
He was leader of a group 
known as the “the motor¬ 
cyclists,” motorcycle riders 
who have led all marches 
in support of Zelaya and his 


wife since the coup. 

Zelaya is calling for a vote- 
by-vote recount and says 
that as head of the Libre 
Party he will file a formal 
complaint with the elector¬ 
al tribunal Monday. 


“If the vote recount is not 
done by Friday, the legal 
deadline, we will legally 
challenge the election,” Ze¬ 
laya said outside the elec¬ 
toral tribunal's warehouse 
where the vote count is tak¬ 
ing place. Libre Party sup¬ 
porters put Ardon's coffin 
outside the building while 
Zelaya spoke. 

“If they do not accept our 
complaint, we will go to 
the courts, and if the courts 
don't take our case, we will 
go to international bodies,” 
Zelaya said. Castro alleges 
tally sheets were altered, 
dead or absent people 
were included in the voter 
registry, and inadequate 
monitoring of polling sta¬ 
tions allowed for election 
fraud. Late Friday, Castro, 
54, called the election “a 
disgusting monstrosity that 
has robbed me of the presi¬ 
dency” and said she would 
not recognize Hernandez’s 
government. 

Hernandez has said his vic¬ 
tory is legitimate and he 
won't negotiate. He hasn’t 
comment directly on the 
fraud allegations.Q 



In this Nov. 9, 2013 photo, the photograph of a person who disappeared during the civil war is 
pasted on a wall outside Congress at Guatemala City. With fewer than 1,000 of the missing found, 
successive Guatemalan governments have resisted local and international pressure to launch a 
full-scale effort to find and identify the rest. 

Associated Press 


Central American 
mothers look for 
missing children 


GUATEMALA CITY (AP) — 

Fifty Central American 
mothers have gathered in 
Guatemala to begin their 
trek through Mexico to 
look for their missing sons 
and daughters who disap¬ 
peared there on their way 
to the United States. 

The mothers from Nicara¬ 
gua, Honduras, El Salvador 
and Guatemala will cross 
into Mexico on Sunday, 
and travel as far north as 
the state of San Luis Potosi. 


Caravan organizer Elisabel 
Hernandez said Saturday 
that this year the mothers 
won’t make it all the way to 
Mexico’s northern border 
states because authorities 
say they can’t guarantee 
their safety. 

This is the seventh year the 
group has made the trek 
hoping to find their loved 
ones or at least bring atten¬ 
tion to the plight of migrants 
who have disappeared in 
Mexico. □ 

























La Cabana Beach Resort & Casino Pays Homage to Papiamento 



Eagle Beach -- A cultural 
evening dedicated to the 
island’s language of Pa¬ 
piamento unfolded at La 
Cabana Beach Resort & 
Casino, an initiative of the 
Environment and Health 
Committee. Expertly em¬ 
cee by Ena Vrolijk, the 
evening took guests and 
dignitaries through a var¬ 
ied cultural program which 
included poetry reading, 
and music. 

At the beginning of the 
evening, a charming duo 
of young singers, Evaniella 
& Ryeza Rincones, perfor¬ 
med a number of Papia¬ 
mento songs developped 
in honor of Book Week in 
the national library. The 
songs, promoting books 


and reading encourage 
the younger generation to 
educate themselves and 
further their language skills. 
Invited guests also enjoyed 


a number of poems writ¬ 
ten at the resort, as part of 
an internal poetry contest, 
and appreciated poetry 
declaimed by venerated 
local poet Belen Kock-Mar- 
chena. The evening was 
accompanies by master 
Tina Ruiz, and Club Di Movi- 
miento under the direction 
of Samantha Westera Jup- 
pa performed an original 
ballet-piece dedicated to 
Aruba. 

As the highlight of the eve¬ 
ning, Astrid Britten, the li¬ 
brary director was presen¬ 
ted with one of Belen Kock- 
Marchena masterpieces, 
nicely designed, printed 
on a poster, the poem “Di 
Ken Anto,” encouraging 
the wide use of Papiamen¬ 
to everywhere and the fur¬ 
ther-development of the 
language. 

Beverly Graves, a La Ca¬ 
bana owner from the USA 
delighted the crowd with 


her excellent knowledge 
of Papiamento and Gene¬ 
ral Manager Joe Najjar chi¬ 
med in with a warm welco¬ 
me address, in Papiamen¬ 
to, naturally. 

An impromptu musical 
presentation by John Booi 
on his harmonica added 
nicely to the ambience, 
and Joyce Pereira, the Pre¬ 
sident of Fundacion “Lan- 
ta Papiamento,” shared 
words of encouragement 
and gratitude for hosting 




Kock and Belen Kock-Mar- 
chena, teachers Cornelia 
Aventurin-Connor and Tri- 
cia Cijntje of Colegio Hi- 
lario Angela, President of 
the board Willie Mosconi 
and wife. Assistant General 
Manager Jessica Franken, 
writers Olga Buckley and 
Marilis Becker and Zahira 
Zaandam, as well as all 
other individuals who de¬ 
dicated their time to the 
promotion and cultivation 




an event of this kind in the 
tourism sector. She was sur¬ 
prised and pleased that 
the resort would dedicate 
resources and talent, to 
an activity related to the 
island’s maternal langua¬ 
ge. The evening which was 
presented with the help of 
Glenda Brokke-Croes fe¬ 
atured a glittering list on 
invitees including Padu 
Lampe, the island’s father 
of Culture, linguists Ramon 
Todd Dandaree and Mirto 
Lacle, literary activists Dolfi 


of the language during 
2013, proclaimed by the 
goverments as the Year of 
Papiamento! 

Throughout her presen¬ 
tation, Emcee Ena Vrolijk 
explained that the resort 
values the local language, 
promotes its use, and en¬ 
courages hotel associates, 
sometimes native spakers 
of other language, to learn 
is as fast as possible, or at 
least the proverbs first, as 
complited into a book by 
Digna Lacle.Q 















































Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beach! 



PAL M BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours & Waters- 
ports & Pelican Nest Bar & 
Seafood Grill are all under 
one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 
We offer Sailing & Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 
Brunch Cruises, Sunset & 


Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Cruise, Wet 
& Wild Jeep tour and our 
famous Beach & Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa- 
tersports such as wave run¬ 
ners, parasailing, tubing 
and much more. 

Our desks are located at 


Casa del Mar (pool deck), 
Westin Hotel lower lobby, 
Westin activity center 
(pool deck), Playa Linda 
resort next to the juice bar. 
Holiday Inn Desk and at 
the Concierge & Pelican 
Pier desk located between 
Holiday Inn hotel & Playa 
Linda Resort. 

Pelican Nest Restaurant of¬ 
fers an impressive selection 
of fresh seafood (caught 
daily by our own fleet). In¬ 
ternational dishes and a re¬ 
laxing atmosphere. Open 
daily for dinner reservations 
call 297-586-2259 from 11 
am. 

Our Captain’s Morgan Pier 
Bar offers a daily happy 
hour from 4 till 6 pm. 

Last but not least our Piz¬ 
zeria del Mar that offers a 
variety of pizzas.□ 
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THANK 

YOU 


HCC celebrates its 45th anniversary in Aruba and we 
wish to express our appreciation for the support and 
confidence received from our employees, clients and 
business relations. 

HCC accountants and tax advisors, started in Aruba on 
December 1, ig68 when co-founders Mr. Norman E. Henriquez 
Sr. (f) and Mrs. R.F. Mary Henriquez-Croes, decided it was 
the right timing to open an accounting business of their own, 
named Henriquez, Croes & Co. 

With the celebration of our 45 th anniversary we also celebrate 
the 45 th anniversary of our co-founder Mrs R.F. Mary Henriquez- 
Croes. 7 t is through discipline ; determination , teamwork and 
pure work enjoyment that i could have reached this milestone 
in my professional career" 

Through hard work and dedication of the co-founders, partners, 
management and staff, and after 45 years of unmatched 
client service, HCC has grown with two more offices, one in 
St. Maarten (1972) and one in Curacao (2008). 

HCC helps people and businesses realize their goals. Our 
dedicated professionals offer solutions for clients in Aruba, 
Curacao, St. Maarten and internationally. HCC offers 
clients a variety of services in accounting, tax, payroll, 
technology, corporate finance, valuation services and business 
transition services. 


We combine the insight and ideas of multiple disciplines to 
provide solutions in a wide range of industries, including 
retailers, wholesalers, manufacturers, airlines, lawyers, 
physicians, pharmacies, cargo companies, stevedoring 
companies, speed mail companies, construction & real estate 
development companies, private individuals and family 
businesses. 

As a member of PrimeGlobal, a global association of 
independent accounting firms, HCC offers international 
clients a gateway to the global marketplace with services 
delivered by alliance firms committed to the highest standards 
required in international business. 

Knowing that this achievement can only be attributed to 
profound relationships, we would like to express our sincere 
"Thank You" to our staff and personnel for their loyalty and 
service to the company. We are a team united through shared 
values relating to the ethics of our profession. 

And especially to our clients: Without your cooperation 
and support we would not be here today celebrating our 
45 th Anniversary. Your 45 years of patronage to our firm and 
continued vote of confidence has made it all possible. Today 
we can render a tribute to shared success: Ours and Yours. 


Thank you all, and may we all have many more successful and fruitful years. 


HCC 

SINCE 1968 

Accounting & Advisory 
Tax & Legal 


R.F. Mary Henriquez-Croes 

nmh 


Norman E. Henriquez Jr. 



Independent Accounting Firms 


Experience that counts. 

www.hccnv.com 









NFL Capsules 


Manning’s 5 TDs lead Broncos past Chiefs 


The Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri 
(AP) — Peyton Manning 
threw for 403 yards and 
five touchdowns, four to 
Eric Decker, as the Denver 
Broncos held off a furious 
rally to beat the Kansas 
City Chiefs 35-28 Sunday 
and seize control of the 
American Football Confer¬ 
ence West. 

Decker had eight catches 
for a career-high 174 yards 
for the Broncos (10-2), who 
moved a game clear of 
the Chiefs (9-3) in the divi¬ 
sion. With four games left, 
Denver also holds the tie¬ 
breaker by virtue of two 
wins over Kansas City in the 
last three weeks. 

Jamaal Charles had 93 
yards rushing for the Chiefs, 
and capped a 17-play 
drive with a 1-yard touch¬ 
down run with 6:32 left in 
the game to close within a 
touchdown. 

After forcing a punt with 
3:32 remaining, Kansas 
City used three long pass 
plays to move deep into 



Denver Broncos wide receiver Eric Decker (87) makes a touchdown reception against Kansas City Chiefs cornerback Brandon 
Flowers (24) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013, in Kansas City, Mo. 

Associated Press 


Florida State defeated 
Florida 37-7. Florida St is 1, 
Ohio St 2, Auburn 3 
in AP poll 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) - Florida State is the new No. 1 in The 
Associated Press college football poll, followed by Ohio 
State at No. 2 and No. 3 Auburn, which shook up the na¬ 
tional title race by upsetting Alabama. 

The Crimson Tide had been No. 1 since the preseason 
as it pursued a third consecutive national championship. 
But Alabama was stunned at Auburn on Saturday, losing 
34-28 on the last play of the game. 

That cleared the way for the Seminoles to be No. 1 for 
the first time since Oct. 1,2000, the season after their last 
national title. Florida State received 58 first-place votes 
Sunday. Auburn got two. 

Ohio State received 1,418 points, while Auburn had 1,387. 
Alabama fell to No. 4. No. 5 Missouri will play Auburn for 
the Southeastern Conference title. □ 



Florida State quarterback Jameis Winston (5) passes the ball 
as his offensive line goes to work on Florida during the first half 
of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2013 in 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Associated Press 


Broncos territory. 

But Alex Smith's pass to 
Dwayne Bowe in the end 
zone on fourth-and-4 with 
1:45 left fell incomplete. 
PANTHERS 27, BUCCA¬ 
NEERS 6 

CHARLOTTE, North Caro¬ 
lina (AP) — Cam Newton 
threw for 263 yards and 
two touchdowns and ran 
for another score, as the 
Panthers earned a club- 
record eighth straight reg¬ 
ular-season victory. 

Newton threw touchdown 
passes to Brandon LaFell 
and Ted Ginn Jr. and “Su¬ 
perman” leaped over 
the pile for another score 
as the Panthers (9-3) out- 
gained the Buccaneers 
426-206. 


Continued on page 20 
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Lindell-Vikarby wins 
GS ahead of Shiffrin 


PAT GRAHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
BEAVER CREEK, Colorado 
(AP) — Jessica Lindell-Vi¬ 
karby won a World Cup gi¬ 
ant slalom Sunday, holding 
off the 18-year-old Mikaela 
Shiffrin with a fluid final run. 
The Swede finished the 
two runs on a demanding 
Beaver Creek course in 2 
minutes, 17.92 seconds, 
with Shiffrin 0.09 seconds 
behind. Tina Weirather of 
Liechtenstein took third. 
Shiffrin was spurred on by 
a frenzied home crowd, 
but all the noise down low 
didn’t appear to rattle Lin¬ 
dell-Vikarby, who won a 
World Cup race for the first 
time since 2009. 

“I tried to stay focus and 
do my own run," she said. 
“I can't do anything else 
than just ski." 

There was not a trace of 
disappointment from Shif¬ 
frin, though. She was quite 
pleased with her first top- 
three finish in the event. 
After all, Shiffrin is a slalom 
specialist who just recently 
started working on improv¬ 
ing her giant slalom tech¬ 
nique. Being this quick, this 
fast was something she 
didn't expect, even if it is 
her favorite hill, with her 
home about 10 minutes 
away. 

Her solid performance sal¬ 
vaged an otherwise for¬ 
gettable weekend for the 
Americans as the team 
struggled at Beaver Creek. 
“I followed through with my 
plan. I really just wanted to 
go out and ski as well as I 
could today," Shiffrin said. 
“I’m really happy with how 
today went.” 

The teenager was accord¬ 
ed the Lindsey Vonn treat¬ 
ment by the large crowd. 
They cheered the skier from 
nearby Eagle-Vail by ring¬ 
ing bells and holding up 
signs with her picture on it. 
Shiffrin could very well 
be the face of the Sochi 
Games for the U.S., espe¬ 
cially with Vonn trying to 
come back from a right 
knee injury following a re¬ 
cent crash in training. 

This was a difficult course. 


too, with Lara Gut of Swit¬ 
zerland struggling and fail¬ 
ing to finish the first run. 
Gut won the downhill and 
super-G the last two days. 
“Of course. I’m a bit an¬ 
gry after today,” Gut said. 
“But it’s even better than I 
could've imagined.” 

Shiffrin placed sixth in the 
GS in Soelden, Austria, for 
her best World cup result 
in the event. But she knew 
she could ski better. 

This time, she went for it. Af¬ 
ter finishing her run, Shiffrin 
pumped her fist in the air, 
then took off her ski, pump¬ 
ing that in the air, too. 

With only Lindell-Vikarby 
left, a win looked very pos¬ 
sible. 

It wasn’t to be. Not on this 
day. 

In between runs, Shiffrin 
actually looked at video 
of Lindell-Vikarby’s run and 
had a feeling she was go¬ 
ing to throw down another 
fast one. 

“I knew that going out of 
the gate had to give it my 
all," Shiffrin said. 

In the week leading to the 
race, Shiffrin kept a low 
profile. But she couldn't 
avoid the spotlight after 
Sunday, not after this kind 
of performance. Little kids 
lined the fence begging for 
her autograph. Shiffrin hap¬ 
pily obliged. 

“It’s awesome to be here, 
feel the crowd and see ev¬ 
erybody so excited about 
skiing," Shiffrin said. 

After winning the World 
Cup overall slalom title last 
season, Shiffrin decided to 
branch out over the offsea¬ 
son and work on her GS. 
“My only expectation is to 
ski as well as I can,” Shiffrin 
said. “Try to put my training 
into the races. The biggest 
bummer is coming down 
in a race and thinking that 
I left something on the hill. 
I’m trying to not do that — 
ever.” 

No reason to fear that at 
Beaver Creek. 

“She’s a phenom,” said Bill 
Marolt, the president and 
CEO of U.S. Ski and Snow¬ 
board Association. “She 
has the athletic ability, 


the mental tenacity to do 
what she’s done and will 
continue to do.” 

It wasn’t a stellar weekend 
for Julia Mancuso or the 
rest of the U.S. skiers. They 
couldn’t gain traction on 
their home hill. Apart from 
Shiffrin, no American fin¬ 
ished in the top 10. 

“When things are going 
fast, it feels easy. When 
things are going bad, you 
feel like you want to give 
up,” Mancuso said. 


Sweden's Jessica Lindell-Vikarby, center, raises her arms on the 
podium after winning the women’s World Cup giant slalom ski¬ 
ing event, in Beaver Creek, Colo., Sunday, Dec. 1,2013. Mikaela 
Shiffrin, left, finished second. Liechtenstein’s Tina Weirather, right, 
finished third. 
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NFL Capsules 

Continued from page 18 


The Carolina victory sets 
up a huge showdown next 
Sunday night with New Or¬ 
leans with first place in the 
NFC South on the line. 
Newton ran for 68 yards 
and overcame two inter¬ 
ceptions. The third-year 
quarterback has thrown 
for 13 touchdown passes 
and run for five scores dur¬ 
ing the Panthers’ current 
win streak. 

Carolina's defense came 
in allowing the fewest 
points in the league and 
flexed its muscles again, 
forcing two turnovers and 
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Minnesota Vikings running back Adrian Peterson, left, tries to 
break a tackle from Chicago Bears free safety Chris Conte dur¬ 
ing the fourth quarter of an NFL football game on Sunday, Dec. 1, 
2013, in Minneapolis. The Vikings won 23-20 in overtime. 

Associated Press 


sacking rookie Mike Glen- 
non four times to snap a 
three-game winning streak 
for Tampa Bay (3-9). Glen- 
non had thrown a touch¬ 
down pass in an NFL record 
eight straight games to 
start his career. 

BENGALS 17, CHARGERS 10 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Andy 
Dalton threw a go-ahead, 
21-yard touchdown pass to 
wide-open A.J. Green late 
in the third quarter as the 
AFC North-leading Bengals 
(8-4), coming off their bye, 
kept a two-game lead 
over Baltimore. 

San Diego (5-7) lost the 
momentum it gained with 
a thrilling comeback win at 
Kansas City a week earlier 
and saw its playoff hopes 
dwindle affer its fourth loss 
in five games. 

Wifh fhe score fied af 7, 
the Bengals got the ball af¬ 
ter Dre Kirkpatrick ripped it 
away from tight end Anto¬ 
nio Gates after a reception 
at the Cincinnati 25, the 
Chargers' third turnover. 
Ten plays later. Green split 
the defense for an easy 
touchdown, with safety 
Eric Weddle and corner- 
back Marcus Gilchrist only 
able to watch. 

EAGLES 24, CARDINALS 21 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Nick 
Foies threw three touch¬ 
down passes and the Ea¬ 
gles held on. Zach Ertz had 
two TD catches, LeSean 
McCoy ran for 79 yards as 
the Eagles (7-5) won their 
fourth straight to remain 
tied with Dallas for first 
place in the NFC East. 
Carson Palmer threw for 
302 yards and three TD 
passes, but also had two 
interceptions and lost a 
fumble as the Cardinals (7- 
5) had their four-game win¬ 
ning streak snapped. 

Foies picked up where he 
left off in November, when 
he was the NFC’s Player of 
the Month and tied an NFL 
record with seven TDs in a 
game. 

Foies finished 21 of 34 for 
237 yards against a de¬ 
fense ranked eighth. 

Foies set a team record for 
most passes without an in¬ 
terception (233), breaking 


Michael Vick’s mark of 224 
set in 2010. He also moved 
within one TD pass of fying 
Peyton Manning’s mark of 
20 and zero interceptions 
to start a season. 

PATRIOTS 34, TEXANS 31 
HOUSTON (AP) — Tom 
Brady threw for 371 yards 
and two scores, and Ste¬ 
phen Gostkowski made 
two long field goals in the 
fourth quarter. 

The Texans’ franchise- 
record skid reached 10 
games. Gary Kubiak 
coached from the sideline 
for the first time since suffer¬ 
ing a mini-stroke Nov. 3. He 
missed one game before 
working the last two games 
from the booth. 

New England overcame a 
24-point first-half deficit last 
week to beat the Broncos 
34-31 in overtime. The Pa¬ 
triots (9-3) trailed by 10 at 
halftime in this one and the 
lead changed five times in 
a wild second half. 

Ben Tate ran for 102 yards 
and three touchdowns 
for the Texans (2-10), who 
haven’t won since Sept. 15. 
It was the first 100-yard rush¬ 
ing game since 2011 for 
Tate, who has been slowed 
since Oct. 20 with four bro¬ 
ken ribs. 

The victory ended a three- 
game road skid for the 
Patriots, who have won 16 
of their last 17 December 
games. 

COLTS 22, TITANS 14 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Adam Vinatieri equaled his 
career high with five field 
goals, including a 49-yard- 
er to give the Colts the 
lead for good late in the 
third quarter. 

Surprise starter Donald 
Brown scored on a 4-yard 
touchdown run with 1:56 
left, giving Indianapolis (8- 
4) a three-game lead in the 
AFC South with four fo play. 
If owns the first tiebreaker 
thanks to a season sweep 
of the Titans (5-7). 

Vinatieri, who will be 41 
later this month, bailed out 
the Colts, also tying his ca¬ 
reer high for field goals in 
a half (four) and equaling 
Jason Elam’s NFL record for 
100-poinf seasons (16).Q 
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SNUBA 



SNUBA and Snorkel Sail $65 

Snorkeling only $32.50 

Tues & Thur 9 -12 am or 1 - 4 pm 
Wed & Fri 9 -12 am or 12:30 - 3:30 pm 

Fruit and soft drinks included ^ 

For reservation call 586-0096 

Leaving from: Pier between Moomba Beach and Marriott Resort 



Rory Mcllory wins Australian Open 


SYDNEY (AP) — Rory Mcll- 
roy birdied the 18th hole to 
snatch victory from Adam 
Scott at the Australian 
Open on Sunday, winning 
for the first time in 2013 and 
denying Scott the rare Aus¬ 
tralian triple crown. 

Mcllroy started the last 
round four shots behind 
Scott but drew level when 
he eagled the seventh 
and birdied the eighth. 
Scott went a shot ahead 
with a birdie at the ninth 
then the pair went shot for 
shot over the back nine 
before the tournament’s 
dramatic climax on the fi¬ 
nal hole. 

Scott's approach shot 
went over the back of the 
green and his resultant 
chip went well past the 
hole, with two putts bring¬ 
ing a bogey. Mcllroy hit his 
approach to 10 feet and 
sank the putt to claim vic¬ 
tory by a shot and end his 
long wait for a trophy. 

“I wanted to get a win 
and finally I’ve been able 
to get one," Mcllroy said. 
“But more satisfying than 
that is being able to take 
one of the best players in 
the world down the stretch 
and come out on top. 
“Adam is a phenomenal 
golfer, a great competi¬ 
tor and probably an even 
better guy and I feel a bit 
sorry that I was the one 
that ruined the triple crown 
for him.” 

Scott was attempting to 
be only the second player 
after compatriot Robert Al- 
lenby in 2005 to win Austra¬ 
lia's triple crown by claim¬ 
ing the Australian Open, 
Masters and PGA titles in 
the same season. 

He carried his form from 
the Masters and PGA tour¬ 
naments into the Open, 
shattering the course re¬ 
cord with a 10-under par 
62 in his opening round. 



Rory Macllroy of Northern Ireland holds up the Stonehaven Cup after winning the Australian Open 
golf tournament in Sydney Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013. Macllroy defeated Australia’s Adam Scott by 
one stroke finishing 18-under par. 

Associated Press 


He came into the final day 
at 16-under par, with rounds 
of 62, 70 and 68, four shots 
ahead of Mcllroy who was 
a further four shots ahead 
of the next challenger. 

That effectively made 
Sunday’s final round a 
shootout between the No. 
2-ranked Scott and North¬ 


ern Ireland’s Mcllroy, who 
was the world's top-ranked 
player last year. 

Scott was left to rue a series 
of missed birdie opportuni¬ 
ties, failing to hole six putts 
from within 12 feet during 
his final round. 

“Nothing was going my 
way on the greens today,” 


Scott said. “I could have 
put this thing away early on 
if the putter was behaving 
how it should have, how it 
did the rest of the week." 
Both players took irons from 
the tee on the last hole and 
landed their shots adjacent 
to each other on the fair¬ 
way. 


Scott's approach landed 
ahead of the hole but a 
cruel bounce sent the ball 
flying through the back of 
the green. 

Rather than pitch and 
run back onto the green, 
Scott chose to give his chip 
some loft. It failed to pull 
up, rolling onto the lower 
tier of the green and the 
local favorite did well to 
salvage a bogey. Mcllroy 
stood assessing his ten foot 
putt during Scott's excur¬ 
sions, and after Scott holed 
out, Mcllroy rolled in a slow 
putt that just made it to the 
hole. “I didn’t think it was 
going to unfold the way it 
did,” Mcllroy said. “It’s hard 
not to feel some guilt in the 
way I won it. 

“Having a one-shot lead 
going into the last having it 
taken away from you right 
at the very end, it’s tough." 
Mcllroy finished with an 
18-under par tally of 270, 
a shot ahead of Scott 
who was a further six shots 
ahead of Australian John 
Senden at 11 under. 
Senden and compariots 
Bryden MacPherson and 
Rhein Gibson, who tied for 
fourth at 9-under, all quali¬ 
fied for next year’s British 
Open.Q 


Rookie Matsuyama wins 
Japan Tour money title 


KOCHI, Japan (AP) — Hide- 
ki Matsuyama became the 
first rookie to claim the Jap¬ 
anese tour’s money title on 
Sunday with a win at the 
Casio World Open. 
Matsuyama shot a 70 in 
the final round at Kochi Ku- 
roshio Country Club to finish 
at 12-under 276, one stroke 
ahead of Yuta Ikeda. 

The 21-year-old university 
student received $390,000 
for Sunday’s win, bringing 


his earnings this season to slightly more 
than $2 million. 

Matsuyama turned pro in April and has 
won five tournaments on the Japanese 
tour this season. In seven PGA Tour-sanc¬ 
tioned events, Matsuyama has six top- 
25 finishes. He plans to compete on the 
PGA Tour in 20140 

Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama poses with his 
trophy for photos after winning the Casio 
World Open golf tournament at Kochi Ku- 
roshio Country Club in Kochi, western Ja¬ 
pan, Sunday, Dec, 1, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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Pacers 16-1 after 105-100 win over Clippers 


By JOE RESNICK 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) - De¬ 
spite having the NBA’s best 
record, the Indiana Pacers 
realize there’s always room 
for improvement. 

David West scored 14 of his 
24 points in the third quarter 
and grabbed 12 rebounds, 
Paul George had 27 points, 
and the Pacers improved 
their best start in franchise 
history to 16-1 on Sunday 
with a 105-100 victory that 
snapped the Los Angeles 
Clippers’ four-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

“We can become a lot 
better. We're still nowhere 
close to where we want 
to be offensively, and 
that’s the next step for us,” 
George said. “The defense 
is clicking well, the transi¬ 
tion defense is clicking well, 
and we're playing like a 
team. This was a great win 
for us. We knew coming in 
that it was going to be a 
hard-fought game." 

Jamal Crawford led the 
Clippers with 20 points - the 
10th time this season that 
a Pacers opponent didn’t 
have anyone with more 
than 20. Chris Paul had 17 


points and 10 rebounds, 
while Blake Griffin scored 
16 and pulled down 12 
rebounds, equaling team¬ 
mate DeAndre Jordan's 
total. 

“We're always up for a 
challenge, and we had 
a good one today,” said 
center Roy Hibbert, who 
helped fuel the Pacers' 
seventh straight win with 
19 points. But we have a 
lot more work to do. We 
don’t worry about swag¬ 
ger. We’re just five individu¬ 
als out there on the court 
playing together.” 

The defending Pacific Di¬ 
vision champion Clippers 
played their first game 
since finding out that J.J. 
Redick will be sidelined six 
to eight weeks because of 
a broken bone in his shoot¬ 
ing hand and a ligament 
tear in his right elbow. 
Redick will be re-evaluat- 
ed on Monday by hand 
specialist Dr. Steve Shin to 
determine what further 
course of treatment will 
be necessary. His injuries, 
which occurred in Friday 
night’s 104-98 overtime win 
at Sacramento, compli¬ 
cated things even more for 



Indiana Pacers forward David West, right, puts up a shot as Los 
Angeles Clippers center DeAndre Jordan defends during the 
first half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013, in 
Los Angeles. 


the Clippers with reserve 
forward Matt Barnes miss¬ 
ing his sixth straight game 
due to an eye injury. 

“The ligament looks intact, 
so they shouldn’t have to 
operate on that," Redick 
said. “It’s just the fragments 
of the bone. It’s still swol¬ 
len and there’s some pain 
there. It’s frustrating, be¬ 
cause I have enjoyed those 
17 games immensely.” 

Los Angeles used the same 
starting lineup in each of its 
first 16 games before Paul 
sat out Friday’s game with 
a right hamstring strain. Riv¬ 
ers opted to continue us¬ 
ing Jamal Crawford off the 
bench despite his 31-point 
outing at Sacramento, 
so Willie Green started in 
Redick’s place and scored 
only two points in 15 min¬ 
utes. 

West capped a 13-3 run 
with an 18-footer and two 
free throws to give the Pac¬ 
ers their biggest lead, 74-60, 
with 4:48 left in the third. Los 
Angeles closed to 93-89 on 
Jordan’s dunk off an alley- 
oop lob from backup point 
guard Darren Collison with 
7:12 to play. □ 


AP source: Twins, Phil Hughes 
agree to 3-year deal 



In this Aug. 10, 2013 file photo. New York Yankees' Phil Hughes 
delivers a pitch during the first inning of a baseball game against 
the Detroit Tigers Saturday in New York. 

Associated Press 


By JON KRAWCZYNSKI 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Phil 
Hughes probably need¬ 
ed to leave hitter-friendly 
Yankee Sfadium, and the 
Minnesota Twins were des¬ 
perate for proven arms to 
strengthen a woeful rota¬ 
tion. The two parties have 
come together, hoping to 
help each other out. 
Related Stories 
The Twins and Hughes 


agreed to a $24 million, 
three-year deal, a per¬ 
son with knowledge of the 
agreement told The As¬ 
sociated Press. The person 
requested anonymity be¬ 
cause Hughes still has to 
pass a physical before the 
contract can become of¬ 
ficial. The Star Tribune of 
Minneapolis first reported 
the deal. 

Hughes went 4-14 with a 


5.19 ERA last season for 
fhe New York Yankees. He 
was 1 -10 wifh a 6.32 ERA at 
Yankee Stadium though, so 
a move to pitcher-friendly 
Target Field could be ex¬ 
actly what the 27-year-old 
needs to jumpstart his ca¬ 
reer. 

He was an All-Star in 2010 
when he went 18-8 with a 

4.19 ERA and was shap¬ 
ing up as a building block 
for the Yankees’ rotation. 
Hughes was a former first- 
round draft pick and a once 
coveted young pitcher by 
many teams. Among them 
was the Twins, who had dis¬ 
cussions with the Yankees 
about Hughes headlining 
a package for ace Johan 
Santana after the 2007 sea¬ 
son. 

The Yankees eventually 
pulled out of fhe folks, in 
part because of how highly 
they thought of Hughes, 


and the Twins sent Santana 
to the Mets. 

But Hughes developed 
shoulder problems in 2011 
that limited him to 17 starts 
and has been under¬ 
whelming the past two sea¬ 
sons while also dealing with 
back problems. Hughes 
has made 61 starts in the 
past two years, and Twins 
hope that getting him into 
spacious Target Field could 
help him stabilize one of 
the worst pitching staffs in 
the majors. 

The Twins have lost at least 
96 games in each of the 
last three seasons, mostly 
because of their starting 
pitching. Last year, their 
starters had an MLB-worst 
ERA of 5.26. Toronto was 
the next worse at 4.81. Only 
two of fheir starters had 
ERAs under 5.00, with Sam¬ 
uel Deduno's 3.83 leading 
the way and Kevin Correia 


next at 4.18. 

Upgrading the rotation 
was by far the biggest pri¬ 
ority for the team entering 
this winter, and the Twins 
have plunged into the 
task with uncharacteristic 
free-spending verve. They 
kicked things off by agree¬ 
ing to terms with Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers right-hander 
Ricky Nolasco on a $49 mil¬ 
lion, four-year contract last 
week. 

They have now committed 
$73 million on Hughes and 
Nolasco, the two biggest 
contracts the franchise has 
given to players outside the 
organization. 

And the Twins may not be 
done. They have been in 
discussions to retain veter¬ 
an Mike Pelfrey while look¬ 
ing at other free agents, 
including Bronson Arroyo 
and Matt Garza. □ 
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China claims victory in scrubbing Internet clean 


DIDI TANG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — The Chi¬ 
nese government has de¬ 
clared victory in cleaning 
up what it considers rumors, 
negativity and unruliness 
from online discourse, while 
critics say the moves have 
suppressed criticism of the 
government and ruling 
Communist Party. 

Beijing launched the cam¬ 
paign this summer, arrest¬ 
ing dozens of people for 
spreading rumors, creating 
new penalties for people 
who post libelous infor¬ 
mation and calling in the 
country's top bloggers for 
talks urging them to guard 
the national interest and 
uphold social order. At the 
same time, government 
agencies at all levels have 
boosted their online pres¬ 
ence to control the mes¬ 
sage in cyberspace. 

“If we should describe the 
online environment in the 
past as good mingling with 
the bad, the sky of the cy¬ 
berspace has cleared up 
now because we have 
cracked down on online ru¬ 
mors,” Ren Xianliang, vice 
minister of the State Inter¬ 
net Information Office, said 
during a rare meeting this 
week with foreign journal¬ 
ists. A study by an Internet 
opinion monitoring service 
under the party-owned 
People’s Daily newspaper 
showed the number of 
posts by a sample of 100 
opinion leaders declined 
by nearly 25 percent and 
were overtaken by posts 
from government microb¬ 
log accounts. 

“The positive force on the 
Internet has preliminar¬ 
ily taken back the micro¬ 
phone, and the positive en¬ 
ergy has overwhelmed the 
negative energy to uphold 
the online justice,” said Zhu 
Huaxin, the monitoring ser¬ 
vice’s general secretary. 


according to a transcript 
posted by state media. 
Observers say the crack¬ 
down has noticeably cur¬ 
tailed speech by suppress¬ 
ing voices and triggering 
self-censorship, with more 
liberal online voices be¬ 
ing more ginger in their 
criticism and posting signifi¬ 
cantly less. 

Even Zhu suggested the 


campaign might have 
gone too far. In one ex¬ 
ample, Web users refrained 
from reposting information 
and commenting on the 
government response to a 
severe flood in the eastern 
city of Yuyao in early Octo¬ 
ber. A year ago, they were 
garrulous in questioning 
Beijing's drainage system 
when a rainstorm ravaged 
the city. “It is a reminder 
that we must strike a bal¬ 
ance between crushing 
online rumors and ensuring 
information flow,” Zhu said. 
Some critics say the moves 
may backfire by eliminat¬ 
ing an effective conduit for 


the public to let off steam. 
“If there's no channel for 
the public to express them¬ 
selves, they may take to the 
street,” said historian and 
political analyst Zhang Li- 
fan, whose online accounts 
were recently removed 
without warning — possibly 
because he had shared 
historic facts that the party 
did not find flattering. 


“The governments also 
can take pulse of the pub¬ 
lic opinion, but if no one 
speaks up, they will be in 
darkness,” Zhang said. “It 
is so odd they are covering 
up their eyes and blocking 
their ears.” 

The rise of the Internet in 
China has always been fol¬ 
lowed by Beijing's efforts 
to rein it in, and the latest 
challenge has been the 
explosive growth in social 
media, particularly microb¬ 
logging, which has allowed 
users to share firsthand ac¬ 
counts and opinions with 
great speed. Advocates 
of free speech have ap¬ 


plauded the technology 
as a strong boost to their 
cause. 

As of June this year, China’s 
microblogging services 
had more than 330 million 
users, and WeChat, a mo¬ 
bile phone-based instant 
messaging service that al¬ 
lows users to share informa¬ 
tion with circles of friends or 
subscribers, had more than 


300 million users, Ren said. 
“The unexpected growth 
has caught people by sur¬ 
prise,” Ren said. 

Chen Ziming, a Beijing- 
based political analyst, 
said Beijing’s apparent suc¬ 
cess in grabbing control of 
social media is a big set¬ 
back for free speech. 

“They have always been 
able to control newspa¬ 
pers, radios and TV stations, 
but there have been some 
holes in the Internet, and 
the microblogging was the 
last hole,” Chen said. “They 
have achieved their goal. 
When 10 percent of the 
accounts are banned, ad¬ 


ditional 20 to 30 percent of 
the users will not speak." 
Authorities in recent months 
have been arresting micro¬ 
bloggers on the charge of 
spreading rumors or dis¬ 
rupting the public order, 
including a teenager boy 
who raised some questions 
over a murder case online. 
Many intellectuals, writers, 
and journalists have seen 
their blogging and microb- 
logging accounts removed 
altogether. A Chinese- 
American businessman 
with a strong online follow¬ 
ing was arrested for solicit¬ 
ing prostitutes and parad¬ 
ed on state television in a 
campaign to discredit him. 
Chinese propaganda offi¬ 
cials have always seen the 
media — new or old — as 
a crucial tool to support 
state rule and are wary of 
cacophony. 

“The ecosystem for public 
opinion online has notice¬ 
ably improved, and that 
has created a good envi¬ 
ronment conducive to the 
overall work of the party 
of the government,” Ren 
said, in touting the benefits 
of well-managed public 
discourse. But the histo¬ 
rian Zhang said Beijing has 
failed to play by rules when 
it shut down critical but 
law-abiding microblogging 
accounts. “They see critics 
as opponents,” Zhang said. 
“That’s a stupid thing to 
do.” Despite claiming pre¬ 
liminary success in taking 
control of the Internet, Bei¬ 
jing is likely to roll out more 
regulations. In a guiding 
document for the next five 
or even 10 years, China's 
senior leaders have man¬ 
dated that the state must 
set the perimeters and the 
tone for online opinion with 
“positive guidance” and 
“management” and that 
the state should “standard¬ 
ize” how online communi¬ 
cation unfolds. □ 



In this Monday , Aug. 19, 2013 file photo , computer users sit near a display with a message from the 
Chinese police on the proper use of the internet at an internet cafe in Beijing , China. 

Associated Press 
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Mexico’s booming car industry selling unsafe cars 



In this image taken from a March 2013 video released by independent crash-test group Latin 
NCAP on Nov. 27, 2013, a Nissan model Tsuru vehicle with no airbags is crash-tested at Latin 
NCAP’s facilities in Landsberg am Lech, Germany. 

Associated Press 


ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON 
Associated Press 
RAMOS ARIZPE, Mexico 
(AP) — In Mexico’s boom¬ 
ing auto industry, the cars 
rolling off assembly lines 
may look idenfical, but 
how safe they are depends 
on where they’re headed. 
Vehicles destined to stay in 
Mexico or go south to the 
rest of Latin America carry 
a code signifying there’s 
no need for antilock brak¬ 
ing systems, electronic sta¬ 
bility control, or more than 
two air bags, if any, in its 
basic models. 

If the cars will be exported 
to the United States or Eu¬ 
rope, however, they must 
meet stringent safety laws, 
including as many as six to 
10 air bags, and stability 
controls that compensate 
for slippery roads and oth¬ 
er road dangers, say engi¬ 
neers who have worked in 
Mexico-based auto facto¬ 
ries. 

Because the price of the 
two versions of the cars is 
about the same, the dual 
system buttresses the bot¬ 
tom lines of automakers 
such as General Motors 
and Nissan. 

But it’s being blamed for a 
surge in auto-related fatali¬ 
ties in Mexico, where laws 
require virtually no safety 
protections. 

“We are paying for cars 
that are far more expen¬ 
sive and far less safe," said 
Alejandro Furas, technical 
director for Global New 
Car Assessment Program, 
or NCAP, a vehicle crash- 
test group. “Something is 
very wrong.” 

In 2011, nearly 5,000 drivers 
and passengers in Mexico 
died in accidents, a 58 
percent increase since 
2001, according to the lat¬ 
est available data from 
the country's transporta¬ 
tion department. Over the 
same decade, the U.S. re¬ 
duced the number of au¬ 
to-related fatalities by 40 
percent. The death rate in 
Mexico, when comparing 
fatalities with the size of the 
car fleet, is more than 3.5 
times that of the U.S. 
Nevertheless, Mexico 
hasn’t introduced any 
safety proposals other 
than general seat belt re¬ 
quirements for its 22-mil- 


lion strong auto fleet. Even 
then, the laws don’t man¬ 
date three-point shoulder 
belts necessary to secure 
child safety seats. 

Brazil and Argentina, on 
the other hand, have 
passed laws requiring all 
vehicles to have dual front 
air bags and antilock brak¬ 
ing systems by next year. 
An Associated Press investi¬ 
gation this year found that 
Brazil’s auto plants pro¬ 
duce cars aimed at Latin 
American consumers that 
lack basic safety features. 
Like Brazil, Mexico doesn't 
run its own crash test facil¬ 
ity to rank cars' safety be¬ 
fore they hit the road. 

Dr. Arturo Cervantes Trejo, 
director of the Mexican 
Health Ministry's Nation¬ 
al Accident Prevention 
Council, said the country 
has a long way to go to 
upgrade safety standards, 
but challenging the na¬ 
tion’s $30 billion auto indus¬ 
try could be difficult. 

“It's a complicated subject 
because of the amount of 
money carmakers bring to 
this country. The economy 
protects them,” Cervantes 
told the AP. “But there are 
plans, there is a strategy. 
We have a working group 
with the car industry." 

Auto plants cover a swath 
of central Mexico, crank¬ 
ing out about 3 million cars 
a year while lifting into the 
middle class auto hubs in 
the states of Aguascalien- 
tes and Puebla. In a matter 
of a few years, 


Mexico has become the 
world’s fourth biggest auto 
exporter, despite having 
no homegrown brands, 
and the country’s car fleet 
doubled between 2001 
and 2011, the latest nation¬ 
al figures show.ln fact, con¬ 


sumers in “first-world" coun¬ 
tries are paying the same 
or even less for safer cars. 
For example, basic ver¬ 
sions of Mexico’s second 
most popular car, the Nis¬ 
san Versa, made in central 
Aguascalientes, come with 


two air bags, but without 
electronic stability control 
systems, which use sensors 
to activate brakes when a 
car loses control. 

The sticker price of the new¬ 
er generation of the sedan 
comes to $16,000. The U.S. 
version of the same car has 
six air bags in the front, on 
the sides and mounted in 
the roof, in addition to an 
electronic stability control 
system. That sticker price is 
about $14,000. 

Similarly, the basic version 
of the Chevrolet Aveo, 
which has been revamped 
and renamed Sonic, sells 
for about $14,000 in the 
U.S. and comes with 10 
air bags, antilock brakes 
and traction control. Its 
Mexican equivalent, the 
country’s top-selling car, 
doesn't have any of those 
protections and costs only 
$400 less. 

Nissan Mexicana spokes¬ 
man Herman Morfin said in 
a statement it is “common 
practice” to add different 
features, depending on 
the intended market. 
“Because there are many 
choices of specifications 
and equipment, specific 
marketing strategies by 
country, in addition to 
the tax difference among 
countries, states and cities, 
also including transporta¬ 
tion and delivery costs, it's 
not possible to make a di¬ 
rect comparison among 
vehicles sold in each mar¬ 
ket, based on the list price 
published on the Web," 
Morfin said. 

Morfin said two of Nissan's 
most popular models — 
the Versa and the Sentra 
— are packaged with two 
air bags and an antilock 
braking system, which is 
more than what’s required 
by the Mexican govern¬ 
ment. 

While GM declined repeat¬ 
ed requests to comment, 
an engineer who headed 
a manufacturing division 
at the company in Mexico 
until last year said the com¬ 
pany saved on costs by 
not adding safety features. 
“For the company to make 
more net profit and so that 
cars are sold at more af¬ 
fordable prices, we would 
toss aside some accesso¬ 
ries. □ 



In this Nov. 22, 2013 photo, commuters drive on a main thor¬ 
oughfare in Mexico City. 

Associated Press 
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Record crowds over weekend, but spending declined 



Eager shoppers crowd the entrance as they pour into the Macy's Herald Square flagship store, 
Thursday, Nov. 28, 2013, in New York. 

Associated Press 


ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Did U.S. 
retailers shoot themselves 
in the foot? 

Target, Macy’s and other 
retailers offered holiday 
discounts in early Novem¬ 
ber and opened stores on 
Thanksgiving Day. It was an 
effort to attract shoppers 
before Black Friday, the 
day after Thanksgiving that 
traditionally kicks off the 
holiday shopping season. 
Those tactics drew bigger 
crowds, but failed to moti¬ 
vate Americans to spend. 
A record 141 million peo¬ 
ple are expected to shop 
in stores and online over 
the four-day Thanksgiving 
weekend that ends Sun¬ 
day, up from last year's 137 
million, according to the 
results of a survey of nearly 
4,500 shoppers conducted 
for The National Retail Fed¬ 
eration. But total spend¬ 
ing is expected to fall for 
the first time ever since the 
trade group began track¬ 
ing it in 2006, according 
to the survey that was re¬ 
leased on Sunday. Over 
the four days, spending fell 
an estimated 2.9 percent 
to $57.4 billion. 

The survey underscores 
the challenges stores have 


BERLIN (AP) — Serial startup 
firm Rocket Internet is tar¬ 
geting the growing market 
for peer-to-peer lending 
with the launch of a new 
site in Germany. 
Berlin-based Rocket In¬ 
ternet says the site called 
lendico.de will link up pri¬ 
vate lenders and con¬ 
sumers seeking loans of 
1,000-25,000 euros ($1,360- 
$34,000). 


faced since the recession 
began in late 2007. Retail¬ 
ers had to offer deep dis¬ 
counts to get people to 
shop during the downturn, 
but Americans still expect 
those “70 percent off” signs 
now during the uneven 
economic recovery. 

Stores may have only ex¬ 
acerbated that expecta¬ 
tion this year. By offering 
bargains earlier in the sea¬ 
son, it seems they’ve creat¬ 
ed a vicious cycle in which 
they'll need to constantly 
offer bigger sales to get 
people to spend. That's be¬ 
cause shoppers who took 
advantage of “holiday" 
deals before Thanksgiv¬ 
ing may have deal fatigue 
and are cautious about 
buying anything else unless 
it’s heavily discounted. 

“The economy spoke loud 
and clear over the past 
few days,” said Brian Sozzi, 
CEO and chief equities 
strategist at Belus Capital 
Advisors. “We are going to 
see an increase in mark- 
downs.” Matthew Shay, 
president and CEO of The 
National Retail Federation, 
said that the survey results 
only represent one ex¬ 
tended weekend in what is 
typically the biggest shop¬ 
ping period of the year. 


The market for so-called 
peer-to-peer loans has 
grown rapidly in recent 
years with sites such as 
Prosper.com and Zopa. 
com among the biggest in¬ 
cumbents. 

Lendico said Sunday that 
interest rates on loans 
would start at 2.99 percent. 
That is about half the typi¬ 
cal rate of consumer loans 
in Germany, Europe’s big- 


The combined months of 
November and December 
can account for up to 40 
percent of retailers' reve¬ 
nue. Overall, Shay said the 
trade group still expects 
sales for the combined 
two months to increase 3.9 
percent to $602.1 billion. 
That's higher than the 3.5 
percent pace in the previ¬ 
ous year. 

But to achieve that growth. 


gest economy. 

Spokesman Lukas Jaworski 
says the company aims to 
expand to other European 
countries next year. 

Privately-held Rocket Inter¬ 
net specializes in copying 
successful business ideas. 

Its portfolio includes more 
than 75 companies with 
over 25,000 employees 
worldwide. □ 


retailers will likely have to 
offer big sales events. In a 
stronger economy, people 
who shopped early would 
continue to do so through¬ 
out the season. But analysts 
say that's not likely to be 
the case in this still tough 
economic climate. 

“It’s pretty clear that in 
the current environment, 
customers expect promo¬ 
tions,” Shay said. “Absent 
promotions, they’re not re¬ 
ally spending.” 

Take Tuesday Trasvina, 37, 
who said she’s been bom¬ 
barded with holiday dis¬ 
counts since early Novem¬ 
ber. Trasvina, a marketing 
coordinator, plans to spend 
$500 on holiday gifts, about 
a quarter of what she spent 
last year. 

“They’ve been stretching 
out this Black Friday thing 
so long,” said Trasvina, who 
was shopping with her hus¬ 
band on Friday at a Target 
store in Portland, Oregon. “I 
just think the over-commer¬ 
cialization of the holiday 
has gotten to us.” 

At least a dozen major re¬ 


tailers — most of them for 
the first time — opened on 
Thanksgiving instead of on 
Black Friday, which is typi¬ 
cally the biggest shopping 
day of the year. Wal-Mart, 
Toys R Us and other retailers 
said on Friday that Thanks¬ 
giving crowds were strong. 
But the early start ap¬ 
peared to pull sales for¬ 
ward. Black Friday sales fell 
13.2 percent from the previ¬ 
ous year to $9.74 billion, ac¬ 
cording to Chicago-based 
technology firm Shopper- 
Trak. But combined spend¬ 
ing over Thanksgiving and 
Black Friday rose 2.3 per¬ 
cent to $12.3 billion com¬ 
pared with a year ago. 

A Kmart store in New York 
City that opened at 6 
a.m. on Thanksgiving and 
stayed open for 41 hour 
straight was packed on 
the holiday. Clothing was 
marked down 30 percent 
to 50 percent. 

Adriana Tavaraz, 51, head¬ 
ed there at about 4 p.m. 
and spent $105 on orna¬ 
ments, Santa hats and oth¬ 
er holiday decorO 


Berlin startup factory 
targets peer lending market 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 




Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Duplicate 
5 Perfects a skill 
10 Puncture 

14 TV’s Perlman 

15 Rental car 
company 

16 Zero 

17 Pig’s comment 

18 Rejected as 
untrue 

20 Portable bed 

21 Plum variety 

22 Distorts 

23 Sooty residue 

25 Actress West 

26 Respect highly 
28 Fall or summer 

31 _ of time; 
early 

32 Purple shade 
34 _ sauce; 

teriyaki juice 

36 Siqhtseeinq trip 

37 24 _ gold 

38 High point 

39 1/60 of a min. 

40 Summary 

41 Actor _ Keith 

42 Sacred place 
where a saint is 
honored 

44 Comic W.C. _ 

45 Golfer Ernie _ 

46 Went _; was 
spread quickly 
via YouTube 

47 Social blunder 

50 James 2J 007 

51 Ms. MacGraw 
54 Draw pictures, 

as for a book 

57 Night twinkler 

58 _tire; driver’s 

woe 

59 Refueling ship 

60 _ up; become 
cheerful again 

61 Toddler 

62 _ board; nail 
file 

63 _ for; requests 

DOWN 

1 Swamp critter, 
for short 

2 “The Buckeye 
State” 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 
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3 First five books 
of Hebrew 
Scripture 

4 Long-haired ox 

5 _ 

Globetrotters 

6 Margarines 

7 Back of the 
neck 

8 Very large 
flightless bird 

9 Layer of turf 

10 Rattlers & asps 

11 Carry 

12 Once more 

13 Flower gardens 
19 Sir _ Newton 
21 Lean-to 

24 Burn 

25 Venison or veal 

26 Dines 

27 Footwear 

28 Smack 

29 Swings back 
and forth 

30 Wanderer 

32 Frilly trimming 

33 Tax-deferred 
retirement acct. 


All Rights Reserved. 

35 Cravings 

37 Mattel’s boy 
dolls 

38 Zone 

40 Irritates 

41 Crow or canary 

43 Prove false 

44 Fancy clothes 
46 Ballot caster 


47 Present 

48 Supporter 

49 Noisy criticism 

50 Bundle of hay 

52 Songbird 

53 Annoys 

55 Foot digit 

56 Curved edge 

57 Jacuzzi 
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Poll: Americans don’t trust one another 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 


CONNIE CASS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans don’t trust each 
other anymore. 

We’re not talking about the 
loss of faith in big institutions 
such as the government, 
the church or Wall Street, 
which fluctuates with 
events. For four decades, 
a gut-level ingredient of 
democracy — trust in the 
other fellow — has been 
quietly draining away. 
These days, only one-third 
of Americans say most 
people can be trusted. Half 
felt that way in 1972, when 
the General Social Survey 
first asked the question. 
Forty years later, a record 
high of nearly two-thirds say 
“you can't be too careful” 
in dealing with people. 

An AP-GfK poll conduct¬ 
ed last month found that 
Americans are suspicious 
of each other in everyday 
encounters. Less than one- 
third expressed a lot of trust 
in clerks who swipe their 
credit cards, drivers on the 
road, or people they meet 
when traveling. 

“I’m leery of everybody,” 
said Bart Murawski, 27, of 
Albany, New York. “Cau¬ 
tion is always a factor.” 
Does it matter that Ameri¬ 
cans are suspicious of one 
another? Yes, say worried 
political and social sci¬ 
entists. What’s known as 
“social trust” brings good 
things. A society where 
it’s easier to compromise 
or make a deal. Where 
people are willing to work 
with those who are differ¬ 
ent from them for the com¬ 
mon good. Where trust 
appears to promote eco¬ 
nomic growth. Distrust, on 
the other hand, seems to 
encourage corruption. At 
the least, it diverts energy 
to counting change, draw¬ 
ing up 100-page legal con¬ 
tracts and building gated 


communities. 

Even the rancor and grid¬ 
lock in politics might stem 
from the effects of an in¬ 
creasingly distrustful citi¬ 
zenry, said April K. Clark, a 
Purdue University political 
scientist and public opinion 
researcher. 

“It’s like the rules of the 
game,” Clark said. “When 
trust is low, the way we re¬ 
act and behave with each 
other becomes less civil.” 
There’s no easy fix. 

In fact, some studies sug¬ 
gest it's too late for mosf 
Americans alive today to 
become more trusting. 
That research says the ba¬ 
sis for a person’s lifetime 
trust levels is set by his or 
her mid-twenties and un¬ 
likely to change, other than 
in some unifying crucible 
such as a world war. 

People do gef a little more 
trusting as they age. But 
beginning with the baby 
boomers, each generation 
has started off adulthood 
less trusting than those who 
came before them. 

The best hope for creat¬ 
ing a more trusting nation 
may be figuring out how to 
inspire today’s youth, per¬ 
haps united by their high- 
tech gadgets, to trust the 
way previous generations 
did in simpler times. 

There are still trusters around 
to set an example. 
Pennsylvania farmer Den¬ 
nis Hess is one. He runs an 
unattended farm stand on 
the honor system. 
Customers select their pro¬ 
duce, tally their bills and 
drop the money into a 
slot, making change from 
an unlocked cashbox. 
Bofh regulars and fourisfs 
en route to nearby Lititz, 
Pennsylvania, stop for as¬ 
paragus in the spring, corn 
in the summer and, as the 
weather turns cold, long- 
neck pumpkins for holiday 
pies.Q 
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Bart Murawski, 27 poses at a coffee shop Tuesday, Nov. 26, 
2013, in Troy, N.Y. You can take our word for it: Americans don’t 
trust each other anymore. 

Associated Press 
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MERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT 
FIRE DEPT 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 



100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

Oceanside $10k Oceanview $9500 
Oceanfront $15,000 
3BEDRM OV $15,000 

Platinum Season 

Oceanview $18k Oceanside $19k 
Oceanfront $29k 3 BEDRM $29k 
Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV-$42k 
Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B Oceanview $19k 
Oceanfront PLAT$29k 
Platinum IB OV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 

La Cabana Beach & 

Racquet Club 

^Preferred Resale Company** 
ALL summer & fall weeks 
starting at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 

WE NEED SELLERS!! 

Divi, Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 


We can help you BUY, SELL or 
RENT any timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Julie Miller Lie Agent x 111 
Michelle Donato Lie Broker xl 01 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 
321-206-6293 or 888-888-2204 



Violence Against Women 



FOR RENT 

Aruba Marriott Surf Club 

30 nov - 7 dec 
2 bedroom 
Call Phyllis 
586-9000 -5317 


Renaissance Ocean View 

week 32 Rm 2351 
$6000 

Contact for more info: 

(297)7350833 
marierabago@yahoo.com 

_ 200482 

FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: np7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 


FOR SALE week 47 
Tropicana Timeshare 

Thanksgiving week Rm 1557 
sat to sat 11/23 
AL OFFERS CONSIDERED 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
phone: 508-651-0016 

200459 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana week 49 

12/6 start one bed room unit 
105 C pool floor recently 
remodeled, all amenities $2500 
AL OFFERS CONSIDERED 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
phone: 508-651-0016 

200458 


PHARMACY 

O'STAD: Sto. Cruz Tel: 585-8028 
S. NlCOLAS:Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Dec. 2 

Island Princess 
Monarch 
Zuiderdam 

Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Tel_ 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Indian craft leaves Earth’s orbit on way to Mars 



S. Arunan, Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) scientist and project director of Mars Orbiter Mission, speaks to journalists at 
ISRO’s Spacecraft Control Centre in Bangalore, India, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013. 

Associated Press 


ASHOK SHARMA 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s 
Mars orbiter mission left 
Earth's sphere of influence 
early Sunday after per¬ 
forming a maneuver to put 
it on its way to orbit the red 
planet. 

The spacecraft fired its 
main engine for more 
than 20 minutes to reach 
the correct velocity to 
leave the Earth’s orbit, the 
Bangalore-based Indian 
Space Research Organiza¬ 
tion said. 

“The Earth orbiting phase 
of the spacecraft ended. 
The spacecraft is now on a 
course to encounter Mars 
after a journey of about 10 
months around the sun,” 
the statement said. 

It said that all systems on¬ 
board the spacecraft are 
performing normally. 

India launched its first 
spacecraft bound for Mars 
on Nov. 5, a complex mis¬ 
sion that it hopes will dem¬ 
onstrate and advance 
technologies for space 
travel. 

The 1,350-kilogram 

(3,000-pound) orbiter Man- 
galyaan, which means 
“Mars craft” in Hindi, must 
travel 780 million kilome¬ 
ters (485 million miles) over 
300 days to reach an orbit 
around Mars next Septem- 
ber.lt the mission is success¬ 
ful, India will become only 
the fourth space program 
to visit the red planet after 
the Soviet Union, the Unit¬ 
ed States and Europe. 
Some have questioned the 
$72 million price tag for a 
country of 1.2 billion peo¬ 
ple still dealing with wide¬ 
spread hunger and pover¬ 
ty. But the government de¬ 
fended the Mars mission, 
and its $1 billion space pro¬ 
gram in general, by noting 
its importance in providing 
high-tech jobs for scientists 
and engineers and practi¬ 


cal applications in solving 
problems on Earth. 
Decades of space re¬ 
search have allowed India 
to develop satellite, com¬ 
munications and remote 
sensing technologies that 
are helping to solve ev¬ 
eryday problems at home, 
from forecasting where fish 
can be caught by fisher¬ 
men to predicting storms 
and floods. 

The orbiter will gather im¬ 
ages and data that will 
help in determining how 
Martian weather systems 
work and what happened 
to the large quantities of 
wafer that are believed 
to have once existed on 
Mars. 

It also will search Mars for 
methane, a key chemical 
in life processes that could 


also come from geological 
processes. Experts say the 
data will improve under¬ 
standing about how plan¬ 
ets form, what conditions 
might make life possible 


and where else in the uni¬ 
verse it might exist. 

The orbiter is expected to 
have at least six months 
to investigate the planet's 
landscape and atmo¬ 


sphere. At its closest point, 
it will be 365 kilometers (227 
miles) from the planet's sur¬ 
face, and its furthest point 
will be 80,000 kilometers 
(49,700 miles) away. 



Message and *«ort service 

( 4 , 

Jtr-wj* fir Dfr/fvcry 24/7 

5-c: ruing M»n Cnuplci!; Women 
All 

Red Light Tour 

< r' tit 1- T r-S y' ■ -r .-■J % j-t i * 1 * 5 

Thu ba:;[ in the Cnribbc^in 


China launches its first 
moon rover mission 



BEIJING (AP) — China has launched its first 
mission to land a rover on the moon that will 
transmit images and survey the moon’s sur¬ 
face. The spacecraft is expected to land in 
mid-December. 

The official Xinhua News Agency said a Long 
March-3B rockef carrying the Chang’e 3 
lander blasted off Monday as scheduled at 
1:30 a.m. from fhe Xichang Satellite Launch 
Center in southwest China. 

If the mission goes as planned, the Chang'e 
3 will become China's first spacecraft to soft 
land on the surface of an extraterrestrial 
body. 

The moon rover will survey the moon's geo¬ 
logical structure and surface substances. 

The Long March 3B rocket carrying the Chang'e-3 
lunar probe blasts off from the launch pad at 
Xichang Satellite Launch Center, in southwest 
China’s Sichuan Province on Monday, Dec. 2, 
2013. 


Associated Press 
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‘Catching Fire,’ ‘Frozen’ break box office records 



This publicity photo released by Lionsgate shows Jennifer Law¬ 
rence, left, as Katniss Everdeen and Josh Hutcherson as Peeta 
Mellark in a scene from the film, “The Hunger Games: Catching 
Fire.” 


JESSICA HERNDON 
AP Film Writer 

“The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire” and the 3-D 
animated musical “Frozen” 
dished up box office re¬ 
cords over the Thanksgiv¬ 
ing holiday. 

Lionsgate’s sequel earned 
a prodigious $75 million in 
its second weekend, while 
Disney’s frosty fete opened 
with $67 million, according 
to studio estimates Sunday. 
Both films bested the pre¬ 
vious Thanksgiving record 
holder, “Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer's Stone,” 
which earned $57.5 million 
in 2001 over a three-day 
period. 

Snowballing its way to the 
top, “Frozen” became the 
biggest Thanksgiving open¬ 
ing ever and the largest 
opening for Walt Disney 
Animation Studios. 

“For a company whose 
foundation was built on an¬ 
imation, to have this as the 
biggest opening ever is a 


pretty extraordinary thing," 
said Dave Hollis, executive 
vice president of distribu¬ 
tion at Walt Disney Studios, 
adding that the box office 
draw of “Frozen” exceed¬ 
ed studio expectations. 
“We came into the week¬ 
end feeling like anything 
that would exceed the re¬ 
sult from ‘Tangled’ from a 
couple years back would 
be great," Hollis added. 
“Tangled” opened with 
$68.7 million in 2010. “We 
thought something in the 
$70-$80 million range is 
what might be possible 
with ‘Frozen.’ We are hop¬ 
ing it lends itself to a big, 
long payoff after this great 
start.” The films topped re¬ 
cords for the highest do¬ 
mestic box office grosses 
for the three-day and five- 
day holiday weekend. 
“Catching Fire” blazed the 
trail to No. 1 and “Frozen" 
slid in at No. 2.“Catching 
Fire" earned the biggest- 
ever gross for a film from 


Wednesday to Sunday 
over the Thanksgiving holi¬ 
day. It brought in $110.2 mil¬ 
lion, raising its domestic to¬ 
tal to $297 million. “Frozen” 
scored $93 million over the 
five days, topping Disney’s 
previous five-day champ, 
“Toy Story 2,” which earned 
$80.1 million in 1999. 

“All of these records being 
broken, it's like a true snow¬ 
ball effect," said Paul Der- 
garabedian, senior media 
analyst for box-office track¬ 
er Rentrak. “Overall, this is 
the biggest Thanksgiving 
weekend for the indus¬ 
try ever. Last year was the 
Thanksgiving record hold¬ 
er, but this one-two punch 
with ‘Catching Fire’ and 
‘Frozen’ was just amazing.” 
Internationally, “Catching 
Fire” continued to bring 
the heat, earning a to¬ 
tal of $276 million through 
Sunday. Opening No. 1 in 
France, Italy and Belgium, 
the sequel exceeded the 
opening weekend of “The 


Hunger Games” in all three 
markets. Overall, the se¬ 
quel has grossed $573 mil¬ 
lion worldwide. 

After dominating the box 
office during its first two 
weeks in theaters, Disney's 
“Thor: The Dark World” 


Associated Press 

dropped to No. 2 last week¬ 
end and was knocked 
down one more spot to 
No. 3 this weekend, earn¬ 
ing $11.1 million. Globally, 
it continues to keep Disney 
on the map with a total of 
$591.1 million.Q 
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Officials: Speed a factor in Paul Walker crash 



First responders gather evidence near the wreckage of a Porsche sports car that crashed into a 
light pole on Hercules Street near Kelly Johnson Parkway in Valencia on Saturday, Nov. 30, 2013. 
A publicist for actor Paul Walker says the star of the “Fast & Furious” movie series has died in a car 
crash north of Los Angeles. He was 40. Ame Van Iden says Walker died Saturday afternoon. No 
further details were released. 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
JUSTIN PRITCHARD 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Fans 
of “Fast & Furious” star Paul 
Walker created a make¬ 
shift memorial Sunday at 
the site where a car he was 
riding in crashed, killing the 
actor and a friend. 

The Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department says 
speed was a factor in the 
one-car crash in the com¬ 
munity of Valencia, about 
30 miles (48 kilometers) 
northwest of downtown Los 
Angeles. Deputies found a 
2005 red Porsche Carrera 
GT engulfed in flames when 
they arrived Saturday after¬ 
noon. 

On Sunday, fans of Walker, 
40, gathered to leave flow¬ 
ers, candles and memo¬ 
rabilia from the action film 
franchise. 

Walker’s publicist said Sun¬ 
day that the other person 
in the car was Roger Ro- 
das, a friend of Walker's 
who owned a sports car 
dealership in Valencia. 
Ame Van Iden said the 
actor was the passenger, 
though the sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment did not confirm that. 
The Porsche crashed into 


a light pole and tree and 
burst into flames. The 
downed light pole had a 
speed limit sign of 45 mph 
(72 kph). 

Sheriff's deputy Peter Go¬ 
mez said investigators are 
working to determine how 
fast the car was travel¬ 


ing and what caused it to 
go out of control, includ¬ 
ing whether the driver was 
distracted or something in 
the road prompted him to 
swerve. 

Walker and Rodas had at¬ 
tended a fundraiser ben¬ 
efiting victims of the recent 


typhoon in the Philippines. 
The event was held by 
Walker's Reach Out World¬ 
wide, a charity he founded 
in 2010 to aid victims of nat¬ 
ural disasters. 

The fundraiser and toy 
drive took place at Rodas' 
custom car shop. Always 


Evolving. Attendees rushed 
to the nearby crash to try to 
put out the flames with fire 
extinguishers. 

Bill Townsend, who attend¬ 
ed the event, told AP Radio 
that Walker appeared very 
happy at the fundraiser. 
“He was smiling at every¬ 
body, just tickled that all 
these people came out 
to support this charity," 
Townsend said. 

“He was doing what he 
loved. He was surrounded 
by friends, surrounded by 
cars." 

The “Fast & Furious” star 
had been on break from 
shooting the seventh install¬ 
ment of the Universal Pic¬ 
tures franchise. Production 
began in September and 
while much of the film has 
been shot, it's incomplete. 
Universal has not yet said 
what it plans to do with 
“Fast & Furious 7,” which is 
currently slated for release 
in July. 

“Your humble spirit was 
felt from the start,” Ludac- 
ris, Walker’s “Fast & Furi¬ 
ous” co-star, said on Twit¬ 
ter. “Wherever you blessed 
your presence you always 
left a mark, we were like 
brothers.”□ 


Stay classy: Ron Burgundy 
co-anchors newscast 



Will Ferrell as “Ron Burgundy” releases a rock as Glenn Howard 
and his team look on after the opening ceremonies at the 2013 
Roar Of The Rings championship in Winnipeg, Sunday, Dec. 1, 
2013. 

Associated Press 


DIRK LAMMERS 
Associated Press 

Television viewers in Bis¬ 
marck, North Dakota, were 
treated to some real class 
this weekend when none 
other than the great Ron 
Burgundy read them the 
news. Actor and comedian 
Will Ferrell reprised his “An¬ 
chorman” role for KXMB’s 
Saturday night news broad¬ 
cast. The former “Saturday 
Night Live” star is promoting 
“Anchorman 2: The Legend 
Continues," a sequel to the 
2004 film about a fictional 
news team’s sexist reaction 
to the arrival of an ambi¬ 
tious female reporter. 
Dressed in his signature 
rust-colored three-piece 
suit and a striped tie, Fer¬ 
rell read stories off the 
teleprompter, punctuated 
them with exaggerated 


eye blinks and engaged 
in witty banter with week¬ 
end anchor Amber Schatz 
and the rest of the Bismarck 
news team. 

Schatz said she has 
watched the original “An¬ 
chorman” about 30 times, 
and the hardest part of co¬ 
anchoring the newscast 
with Ferrell was holding 
back laughter every time 
he spoke in character. 

“The second he said, 
‘Good evening. I'm Ron 
Burgundy,’ I lost it,” Schatz 
said Sunday. “It was really 
hard not to laugh." 

Ferrell also clowned 
around, popping into 
Schatz’s screen while she 
read a story and telling her 
after a commercial break, 
“Amber, you look lovely to¬ 
night” before asking her if 
she was married. 


When Schatz told him she 
wasn’t married, Ferrell re¬ 
plied, “Well I am, so don't 
get any ideas." 

The online video of the 
30-minute newscast, which 
is making the rounds on 
social media, is part of a 
widespread marketing 
campaign for the movie 
sequel that has included 
Dodge Durango commer¬ 
cials, a new Ben & Jerry's 
ice cream flavor named 
“Scotchy Scotch Scotch,” 
and Burgundy's own exhib¬ 
it at the Newseum in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

On Sunday, Ferrell headed 
to Winnipeg, where he was 
slated to help cover Cana¬ 
da’s Olympic curling trials 
for broadcaster TSN. 

KXMB is one of two CBS- 
affiliated television stations 
serving central and western 


North Dakota. The Bismarck 
station shares programing 
with Minot's KXMC, but the 
two stations produce sepa¬ 
rate newscasts. 

Schatz, 31, said station 
managers and salespeople 
had been planning the ap¬ 
pearance for months, but 
she didn’t know anything 
about it until Wednesday. It 
was a complete surprise to 


viewers. 

During Saturday evening's 
newscast, Ferrell occasion¬ 
ally strayed from the script. 
While extolling the tale of 
firefighters extinguishing a 
trash fire in a Sam’s Club 
parking lot, Ferrell seemed 
impressed that crews used 
500 gallons of water and 
foam to put out the blaze: 
“I repeat, 500 gallons."□ 
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The Quest to Belong 



Roger Cohen 
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With a grandchild about to be 
born in Atlanta, another on the 
way in Ho Chi Minh City, I have 
been thinking about the begin¬ 
ning of the family odyssey; of 
my great-grandfather, Isaac Mi¬ 
chel, and his decision to leave 
the shtetl in northern Lithuania 
and head south from Russian 
pogroms toward the sun, the os¬ 
trich feathers, the gold and the 
promise of South Africa. 

I imagine his first sight of Africa in 
1896 after the two-week cross¬ 
ing: the teeming dock at Cape 
Town; the bundles borne all 
the way from Lithuania; a sea 
of people - black and white 
and brown - moving between 
crates piled on the quayside. 
Table Mountain traces a line so 
flat that it seems an apparition. 
Colors have intensified, scale 
grown. In the shtetl, everything 
was circumscribed. Wonders 
had to be willed from the trance 
of religious devotion. Here the 
very earth is exuberant. There 
are peaks that reach to the 
heavens. 

In the first volume of “Jewish 
Migration to South Africa: Pas¬ 
senger Lists from the U.K. 1890- 
1905,” I find a reference to I. Mi¬ 
chel from Siauliai (Shavel to the 
Jews) in Lithuania. He traveled, 
at age 19, on the Doune Castle, 
departing from England on Aug. 
16,1896. He listed his occupation 
as “prospector.” A great number 
of the East European Jews mak¬ 
ing their way to South Africa be¬ 
tween the 1880s and 1914 were 
Litvaks; many of them passed, 
like my great-grandfather, 
through the Poor Jews’ Tempo¬ 
rary Shelter at 82 Leman St. in 
London’s East End, established 
in 1885 to ease the passage of 
Jewish trans-migrants from East¬ 
ern Europe to South Africa. 
Michel, arriving penniless, started 
out as a peddler. He became a 
retail magnate. He died on an 
urban estate in Johannesburg 
with its arboretum and fish pond 
and aviary, surrounded by Afri¬ 
can houseboys and gold-inlaid 
bibelots, his black, fishtailed Ca¬ 
dillac parked in the beautiful 
curving driveway. 

Immigration is reinvention. Lands 
of immigrants excise the anguish 
of the motherland. They invite 
the incomer to the selective for¬ 
getfulness of new identity. 
Michel, my mother’s grandfa¬ 
ther, would not have been sur¬ 
prised by the idea of far-flung 
descendants, even if Vietnam 
might have raised an eyebrow. 


This prospector understood op¬ 
portunity, chance encounter 
- life as action and risk. Like mil¬ 
lions of Jews around the dawn of 
the 20th century, he embraced 
emancipation to plunge from 
shtetl and ritual immemorial into 
the Sturm und Drang of the mod¬ 
ern world. The upheaval would 
prove cataclysmic in Europe. My 
family skirted the horror. 

New opportunity is only one side 
of the immigrant story, its bright 
star. The other side, its black sun, 
is displacement and loss. Among 
Michel’s children and grandchil¬ 
dren and great-grandchildren, 
in each uprooted generation 
on the move to Britain and Is¬ 
rael and the United States, there 
have been sufferers from manic- 
depression unable to come to 
terms with the immense struggle 
involved in burying the past, los¬ 
ing an identity and embracing 
a new life - as if bipolarity were 
just that, a double existence 
attempting to bridge the un¬ 
bridgeable. 

If you dig into people who are 
depressed, you often find that 
their distress at some level is 
linked to a sense of not fitting in, 
an anxiety about where they be¬ 
long: displacement anguish. 
Give thanks in this holiday sea¬ 
son for belonging, for commu¬ 
nity (that lovely word). Invite the 
stranger in. Make friends a gar¬ 
den, my mother liked to say, and 
let it bloom. 

Turning time’s arrow around, 

I have journeyed backward 
through South Africa to Lithu¬ 
ania. During the voyage I found 
unpublished journals written in 
Hebrew by another great-grand¬ 
father, Shmuel Cohen, who also 
left Lithuania for Johannesburg 
more than a century ago. 

One of his journals begins: “The 
‘Book of Man’ includes many 
chapters. Those speaking of oth¬ 
ers I have learned well. The first, 
speaking of my own character 
traits, I have learned but do not 
know.” 

He goes on: “From the very first 
day that man is old enough to 
think for himself he commences 
collecting materials and build¬ 
ing blocks, to establish his fort on 
strong foundations; to be able 
to rest in it securely in days to 
come. Working himself continu¬ 
ously eventually he falls under 
the burden - just as stones piled 
incorrectly may tumble down. 
“While assured in himself, de¬ 
clares he thus ‘I am supreme 
above all creatures,’ imposing 
himself over others; similarly, na¬ 
tions boast, ‘You have chosen us 
from all others,’ only leading to 
acts of hostility against their fel¬ 
low nations. 

“Oh, if only awareness came 
unto man and he truly knew that 
all of creation - from the sand 
granule to the shining star - is 
connected like one chain.” 

One chain: A wonderful transla¬ 
tion of the journals was provided 
to me by another great-grand¬ 
child of Isaac Michel, a cousin in 
Israel who has found serenity in a 
return to Orthodoxy. His sister, like 
my mother, suffered the torment 
of manic-depression. 

Be free. Belong. Do not forget. 
Link the chains that made you.Q 



Obamacare’s Secret Success 



Paul Krugman 

© 2013 New York Times News 
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The law establishing Obam- 
acare was officially titled the 
Patient Protection and Afford¬ 
able Care Act. And the “af¬ 
fordable” bit wasn’t just about 
subsidizing premiums. It was 
also supposed to be about 
“bending the curve” - slowing 
the seemingly inexorable rise in 
health costs. 

Much of the Beltway establish¬ 
ment scoffed at the promise 
of cost savings. The prevalent 
attitude in Washington is that 
reform isn’t real unless the little 
people suffer; serious savings 
are supposed to come from 
things like raising the Medicare 
age (which the Congressional 
Budget Office recently con¬ 
cluded would, in fact, hardly 
save any money) and throwing 
millions of Americans off Medic¬ 
aid. True, a 2011 letter signed by 
hundreds of health and labor 
economists pointed out that 
“the Affordable Care Act con¬ 
tains essentially every cost-con¬ 
tainment provision policy ana¬ 
lysts have considered effective 
in reducing the rate of medi¬ 
cal spending.” But such expert 
views were largely ignored. 

So, how’s it going? The health 
exchanges are off to a famous¬ 
ly rocky start, but many, though 
by no means all, of the cost- 
control measures have kicked 
in. Has the curve been bent? 
The answer, amazingly, is yes. 
In fact, the slowdown in health 
costs has been dramatic. 

OK, the obligatory caveats. First 


of all, we don’t know how long 
the good news will last. Health 
costs in the United States slowed 
dramatically in the 1990s (al¬ 
though not this dramatically), 
probably thanks to the rise of 
health maintenance organiza¬ 
tions, but cost growth picked up 
again after 2000. Second, we 
don’t know for sure how much 
of the good news is because of 
the Affordable Care Act. 

Still, the facts are striking. Since 
2010, when the act was passed, 
real health spending per capita 
- that is, total spending adjusted 
for overall inflation and popula¬ 
tion growth - has risen less than 
a third as rapidly as its long-term 
average. Real spending per 
Medicare recipient hasn’t risen 
at all; real spending per Med¬ 
icaid beneficiary has actually 
fallen slightly. 

What could account for this 
good news? One obvious an¬ 
swer is the still-depressed econ¬ 
omy, which might be causing 
people to forgo expensive 
medical care. But this explana¬ 
tion turns out to be problematic 
in multiple ways. For one thing, 
the economy had stabilized by 
2010, even if the recovery was 
fairly weak, yet health costs con¬ 
tinued to slow. For another, it’s 
hard to see why a weak econ¬ 
omy would have more effect 
in reducing the prices of health 
services than it has on overall in¬ 
flation. Finally, Medicare spend¬ 
ing shouldn’t be affected by 
the weak economy, yet it has 
slowed even more dramatically 
than private spending. 

A better story focuses on what 
appears to be a decline in 
some kinds of medical innova¬ 
tion - in particular, an absence 
of expensive new blockbuster 
drugs, even as existing drugs 
go off-patent and can be re¬ 
placed with cheaper generic 
brands. This is a real phenom¬ 
enon; it is, in fact, the main 
reason the Medicare drug pro¬ 
gram has ended up costing less 
than originally projected. But 
since drugs are only about 10 
percent of health spending, it 


can only explain so much. 

So what aspects of Obam- 
acare might be causing health 
costs to slow? One clear answer 
is the act’s reduction in Medi¬ 
care “overpayments” - mainly a 
reduction in the subsidies to pri¬ 
vate insurers offering Medicare 
Advantage Plans, but also cuts 
in some provider payments. 
A less certain but likely source 
of savings involves changes 
in the way Medicare pays for 
services. The program now pe¬ 
nalizes hospitals if many of their 
patients end up being readmit¬ 
ted soon after being released - 
an indicator of poor care - and 
readmission rates have, in fact, 
fallen substantially. Medicare is 
also encouraging a shift from 
fee-for-service, in which doctors 
and hospitals get paid by the 
procedure, to “accountable 
care,” in which health organi¬ 
zations get rewarded for overall 
success in improving care while 
controlling costs. 

Furthermore, there’s evidence 
that Medicare savings “spill 
over” to the rest of the health 
care system - that when Medi¬ 
care manages to slow cost 
growth, private insurance gets 
cheaper, too. 

And the biggest savings may be 
yet to come. The Independent 
Payment Advisory Board, a 
panel with the power to impose 
cost-saving measures (subject 
to congressional overrides) 
if Medicare spending grows 
above target, hasn’t yet been 
established, in part because of 
the near-certainty that any ap¬ 
pointments to the board would 
be filibustered by Republicans 
yelling about “death panels.” 
Now that the filibuster has been 
reformed, the board can come 
into being. 

The news on health costs is, in 
short, remarkably good. You 
won’t hear much about this 
good news until and unless the 
Obamacare website gets fixed. 
But under the surface, health re¬ 
form is starting to look like a big¬ 
ger success than even its most 
ardent advocates expected.Q 
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Tonight at 6:30PM at Palm Beach Plaza Mall: 


Aruba’s Majestic Carnival Season Comes To Life! 




PALM BEACH - Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall new majestic 
carnival season has started 
at Aruba’s largest mall. The 
Aruba Carnival is a thrilling 
show of over-the-top pag¬ 
eantry, produced by thou¬ 


sands and delighting and 
uniting the entire country. 
Here's the scoop on how it 
began. 

Carnival was born in 1954, 
as a series of small street 
festivals. The Tivoli Club, 


Aruba’s oldest private so¬ 
cial club, was the first to 
have a pre-Lenten cel¬ 
ebration in Oranjestad in 
February 1944. The Allied 
victory of World War II was 
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commemorated by an 
Aruba Festival - a large pa¬ 
rade in San Nicolas com¬ 
prised largely of Caribbe- 
an-English immigrants who 
came to Aruba to work at 
the Lago Oil Refinery. 

The first steel and brass 
bands debuted a few 
years later and small pa¬ 
rades sprouted here and 
there. 

Tonight at 6:30PM, Palm 
Beach Plaza Mall will have 
a great Carnival Show 
where you can experience 
for yourself the taste of Aru- 

ba's Carnival culture with 
the opportunity to take 
pictures with the majestic 




carnival dancers with car¬ 
nival costumes. Come and 
enjoy the showlQ 

































































